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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLiam D. O’CoNNOR,
of Washington, in the District of Columbia,
haveinvented certain new and nseful Improve-
ments in Revenue-Stamps for Cigars and Cig-
arettes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

In order to betterprovidesafeguards against
fraud in the matter of collecting revenue from
cigars, many attempts have been made to stam p
individuaal cigars in lieu of, or in addition to,
stamping the cigar-box itself, Diffieulty, how-
ever, has been experienced in this regard, both
because of objections to the manner of apply-
ing the stamp, and also because of objections
to the material of which the stamp is made.
It is a desideratum to have the stamp con-
sumed when the cigarislighted; but the fumes
of the burning paper are objectionable both to
the taste and smell.

It has been suggested to impregnate the
stamp withsomeinflammable substance, with a
view to making it burn more readily; but this
plan is open to decided objection. The paper
remains just as offensive as before, and super-
added to that are the odors of the inflammable
substance with which the paper is impreg-
nated. )

In Letters Patent No. 205,127, dated June
18,1878, Thave described and claimed a method
of applying revenue-stamps to cigars, which
I believe to be open to none of the objections
that obtain against the use of other methods
suggested before it.

My present invention is directed, not to the
method of application, but to the stamp itself,
and has for its end the production of a stamp
which can be burned when the cigar is lighted
or smoked, without being offensive either to
the taste or smell. To this end I make my
stamp, which I term a “pyroxyline stamp;” of
pyroxylized material—such, for instance, as
pyroxilized paper—that is to say, paper which
istreated in baths of nitric and sulphuric acids,
or in a bath of a mixture of those acids, and
subsequently washed in water, so as to be freed
from said acids, and then dried. Paper thus
treated, while it has been chemically trans-
- formed, is nevertheless of the same appear-
ance and texture as before, and can be used
as ordinary paper is used. "It is impregnated
with no foreign inflammable substances; it is

innoxious; it consumes instantly without ash
or cinder, and without any resulting taste or
smell perceptible to the smoker. So quickly
does it disappear when lighted that it can be
applied to any portion of the cigar, whether
the end or sides, without burning or injuring
the cigar-wrapper, which is not practicable
with a stamp made of ordinary paper satu-
rated or impregnated with inflammable sub-
stances.

Stamps thus prepared can be used with en-
tire safety. The paper, when pyroxylized, is
dried at about 2000 Fahrenheit, and requires
to be subjected to a much higher degree of
heat before it will inflame.

The stamps can be of any suitable form or
size, this being governed in a measure by the
position they are to occupy on the cigar. ‘I
prefer to place the stamp upon or near the cut
end of the cigar.

The stamp can be put on the cigar in any
convenient or preferred way. A suitable mu-
cilage may be employed for the purpose of
attachingit. Ipreferacombustiblemucilage—
such, for instance, as collodion ; or I may em-
ploy a paste composed of ingredients which,
when ignited, will burn slowly but surely—
such a paste, for instance, as has been applied
to the ends of cigars to render them self-light-
ing.

In the accompanying drawings is represent-
ed a cigar having my improved stamp A on its -
end, as in Figure 1, or around it, as in Fig. 2.
It will be understood, however, that the in-
vention consists in the stamp itself rather
than in the particular position which it ocen-
pies on the cigar,

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— ; '

1. A pyroxyline revenue-stamp for cigars,
substantially as set forth.

2. A cigar provided with a pyroxyline rev-
enue-stamp, secured thereto Ly combustible
mucilage or paste, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I hereunto affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

W. D. O’CONNOR.

Witnesses:
M. GEORGII,
HENRY R. ELLIO?T.




