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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, KENDRICK WHEELER,
of Brooklyn city, county of Kings, and State
of New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Postage and Revenue Stamps;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
fall, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying drayw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon. _

This invention consists, first, in an improved
methodof preparing postage and other stamps,
consisting, essentially, in applying color to
the same by means of a cutting or puncturing
tool, for the purpose of preventing the same
from being reused after cancellation; and, sec-
ond, in the new stamp thus produnced as an ar-
ticle of manufacture.

Inthe drawings, Figure 1 represents a blank
stamp which has simply been cut by the tool;
Fig. 2, a similar stamp which has been cut,
and also colored on the lines of the cut; and
Tig. 3, an enlarged view of a printed stamp
which has been cut, and also colored npon the
lines of the eunt. . - o

To enable others skilled in the art to carry
my invention practically into effect, I will pro-
ceed to describe the same fully. \

A, Fig. 3, represents a postage or other
stamp, of the usnal well-known kind, which
has been punctured or cut by any proper tool,
in some regular form, and has been, at the
same time, colored by any proper means upon
the severed lines. ,

A simple method of carrying the invention
into effect is to provide the cutting-edges of
the tool with coloring material just before the
operation of cufting is performed. By this

_means the coloring-matter is applied to the
stamp in certain definite telations to the out-
lines and both edges of the cut—that is, the
line of the cut and the line of the color exactly

coincide with each other, the color being, in
fact, applied by the cutter-heads; and if the
color is once removed, it can never again be
applied in precisely the same relations.

The advantages resulting from this method
of preparing the stamps are as follows: - The
coloring-matter, being applied by the cutter,
coincides precisely with the lines of the cut.
Novw, if the stamp after eancellation be washed
for the purpose of reusing the same, this color,
which is fagitive in its nature, will also be re-
moved with the caneceling-ink, and, being
once removed, cannot be replaced in its origi-
nal position, because of the impossibility of
making any tool register accurately with the
lines of the cut. The points, also, of the cut
portion, when wet or washed, contract in the
process of drying, so that the stamp never
can be restored to its original condition.

Any form of cutter may be employed, and
any suitable color be applied in any proper
manner. ’

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The described method of manufacturing
stamps, consisting in printing the same in the
usual manner, and then making cuts or slits
therein, and simultaneously applying an anx-
iliary fugitive color to said cuts or slits by
means of the cutter-instrument.

2. An uncanceled stamp having cut or
punctured lines, to the edges of which an aux-
iliary fugitive color is applied, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

This specification signed and witnessed this
15th day of June, 1878,

KENDRICK WHEELER.
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SAMUEL WALKER,
I, G. WHEELER.




