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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LEONHARD GIRBARDT, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN UMBRELLAS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 212,45%, dated Febrnary 18, 1879; application filed
December 28, 1878, :

To all whom it may concern : ‘

Be it known that I, LEONHARD GIRBARDT,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Umbrellas and Parasols, which improve-
ment is fully set forth in the following specifi-
cation, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a vertical cross-section
of an umbrella constructed accordin gtomyin-
vention. Fig. 2 is atop view thereof, partly in
section.

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.

The object of my invention is to ventilate
an umbrella or parasol without affecting its
general utility, one result of its ventilation
being that the article is not liable to be turned
inside out by sudden gusts of wind.

It consists in the combination, with an um-
brella-staff; of two sets of ribs, having differ-
ent lengths, and two sets of stretchers, two
runners, one to each set of stretchers, a pri-
mary cover, secured to thelong ribs and havin g
a central ventilating-opening, a supplemental

cover, secured to the short ribs and arranged

above said opening, and a suitable device or
deviees 'to confine the runners, so that the
supplemental cover is adapted to be raised up
from the primary cover, to allow a current of
air to pass through the ventilating-opening
without exposing the latter from an upper di-
rection, while at the same time the supple-
mental cover can be lowered so as to rest on
the primary cover, whereby the ventilating.
opening is closed. :

In the drawings, the letter A designates an
umbrella staff or handle, carrying a erown-
piece, B, to which are connected two sets of
ribs, C D. These ribs have ditferent lengths,
one seb being of about the usual length of um-
brella or parasol ribs, and the other set being
made comparatively short.

The letters I' Gt designate two sets of stretels-
ers, which are respectively connected to the
1ibs' C or D at one end, and connected to
runners B and H at their opposite ends, the
same being, moreover, arranged to alternate
with each other. The runner E, carrying the
stretchers of the long ribs C, is fitted on the
staff A, while the runner H, carrying the
stretchers of the short ribs, is fitted to and
capable of being moved on and off the other
or main runner. ' :

On the upper part of the staff A is arran ged

a spring-cateh, I, adapted to hold up the two
runners B H.' On the set of long ribs C is
secured the primary cover J of my umbrella
or parasol, in the center of which cover I
form an opening, @, while on the set of short
ribs, D, is secured a supplemental cover, K,
the parts being so arranged that this last-
named cover is above the other or main cover.
I prefer to attach the supplemental cover K
also to the long ribs C, about midway between
the short ribs, as shown in Fig. 2.

‘When the two runners E H are moved to an
upper position the supplemental cover K is
raised or brought above the primary cover, as
shown in Tig. 1, and the opening « is exposed,
to allow a current of air to pass through the
same, but is protected against the elements.
‘When, however, the runner H of the supple-
mental cover is left beneath the catch I, where
it is unconfined, the supplemental cover K
falls or rests on the main cover by the weight
of the parts, and the opening « is closed.

I am thus enabled to ventilate the interior
of my umbrella or parasol without impairing

its usefulness, and to arrest such ventilation

at will. The supplemental cover K, besides
its other advantages, imparts to my umbrella
or parasol a unique appearance.

The cover of an ordinary umbrella has been
provided with an opening near its outer edge
or margin, provided with a folding cover or
hood, the opening serving the purpose of a
lookout for the person using the umbrella;
but such, it will be evident, is not mny inven-
tion.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The combination, with an umbrella-staff, of
two sets of ribs, having different lengths, and
two sets of stretchers, two runners, one to
each set of stretchers, a primary cover, secured
to the long ribs and having a central venti-
lating-opening, a supplemental cover, secured
to the short ribs and arranged above said
opening, and a suitable device or devices for
confining the runners, all adapted to operate
substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 1Sth
day of December, 1878.

LEONHARD GIRBARDT.

Witnesses:

W. HAUFF,
CHAs. WAHLERS.
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