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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WirLiam SELLERS, of
Haverhill, in the county of Essex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Table-Salt Bottles, of
which the following is a specification :

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and effective means for separating the
particles of salt in a salt bottle or box, and
also for insuring a free discharge of the salt
t%lrough the perforated cap or top of the bot-
tle.

The invention consists in the employment
of a frame composed of tiwo upright side bars
extending from the bottom #o the top of a bot-
tle or box in which the salt or other substance
is to be placed, and surmounted by a series of
points or prongs so arranged that when the
said frame is rotated the ends of the prongs
will pass over the holes in the cover or top of
the bottle, when it is upside down, in such a
manner as to clear the holes of the overlying
salt, and thus permit the loosened particles
of salt to drop out, as they will do, without the
necessity of shaking the bottle. The spindle
of the frame passes through ahole in the bot-
tom of the bottle, so as to admit of the frame
being rotated, and is supported at the top by
@ socketed projection on the under side of the
cover of the bottle.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents a perspective view of a bottle containin g
my invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical section of
the same. Fig. 3 represents the device for
loosening the particles of salt and clearin g the
holes in the top or cover of the bottle.

A represents a bottle for containing the
salt or other substance to be discharged from
the same. This bottle or receptacle may be of
any desired size, shape, or material.

Bisaperforated cap or cover, securely fitted
to thetop of thereceptacle A. Within therecep-
tacle A is placed an agitator or frame consist-
ing of two upright bars or rods, ¢ b, connected
near their upper ends by a cross-bar, e, at
right angles with which is another cross-bar,
J. From the intersection of the bars ¢ and ¥
projects upward a pin, 3, constituting a spin-
dle for the frame or agitator a b, and is fitted
to turnfreelyina socket formedina projection,
C, extending downward from the under side

of the center of the perforated cover B, as
shown.

Extending upward from the ends of the
cross-bars e and f are the projections or prongs
1245, acting as clearers, and arran ged at
different distances from the center, as shown
in Fig. 3, the upper ends of the said prongs
coming in contact, or nearly 80, with the un-
der surface of the perforated cover B, so that
as the frame ¢ b, with the prongs, is rotated,
the ends of the prongs will pass over the sev-
eral series of holes in the cover and remove or
clear from the same the overlyin g salt or other
substance in the receptacle. Itistobe under-
stood that the receptacle A is to be held Dot-
tom upward when the prongs are rotated, and
the result will be that the loosened salt will
drop out of the holes as soon as the ends of
the prongs have passed over the same with-
out shaking the bottle. :

The lower portion of the frame a b is sup-
ported on the bottom of the bottle A, and from
its center projects downward through a hole
in the bottom of the bottle a stem or spindle,
D, which fits in the said hole snugly, but so
as to turn freely, and is provided af its lower
end with a device by which frame and prongs
can be readily turned or rotated. This devioe
consists of projections d d, of which there may
be two or more, attached to the base of the
spindle D, and ‘arranged within the concave
space in the base of the bottle, as shown in
TFig. 2.

The surface of the perforated cap B is pref-
erably made flat; but it may be of convex
form if desired, the prongs being correspond-
ingly adapted in length.

The frame ¢ b and the prongs may be made
of metal or any other material of sufficient
rigidity to answer the purpose for which they
are intended. The bars « b, when rotated,
serve to loosen the particles of salt and pre-
pare it for ejection from the receptacle A.

When in use the receptacle A is turned up-
side down, and if the salt fails to drop out freely
by shaking, the frame may be readily turned
by simply applying the finger to the points d
while the receptacle A is held in the hand,
thus requiring only one hand. to manipulate
it. As the prongs pass the holes the salt will
drop out freely without shakin g the bottle.
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‘What I claim as my invention is—
1. The combination, with the perforated
cover B, of a series of prongs or clearers at-

tached to a spindle having its bearing in a

socketed projection on the under side of the
cover, all constructed and arranged to operate
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

2. A series of prongs or clearers arranged
to operate with a perforated cover, as described,
in combination with a frame or agitator hav-
ing a spindle passing through the bottom of
the receptacle, and provided with a device for
actuating the frame, as set forth.

3. The frame or agitator a b, provided with
the spindle 3, fitted in the socketed projec-
tion C on the under side of the perforated
cover B, and the spindle D, passing through
the bottom of the receptacle A, as and for the
purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. .

WILLIAM SELLERS.

Witnesses:

J. H. ADAMS,
T, I, LALLY.




