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To all whom it nay concern s

Be it known that I, JOEN J. Jova, of New
York city, in the State of New York, residing
a portion of the time in the Island of Cuba,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments Relating to Railways, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification: . .

My improvement is intended more particu-
larly for use on plantations in Cuba, where the
cars are moved by man-power, and the tracks
may be secured very slightly, being relieved
from the severe loads and racking strains im-
posed by locomotives; but it may be used with
some success in any other situation.

My invention allows the tracks to be laid
on quite irregular surfaces, the joints being so
distributed as to make this practicable.

My invention in its fullest form allows the
rails to be drawn together or collapsed in
width, when desired, for more convenient
stowage or transportation. .

The following is a description of what I con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-
vention.

The accompanying drawings form a part of
the specification.

Figure 1 is a plan view of two complete sec-
tions as applied together for use. Tig. 2 rep-
resents one section collapsed.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the drawings.

A B are the rails, which may be of any or-
dinary character, but preferably light, and
with a broad flange at the base. They are set
parallel, but one in advance of the other, and
are peculiarly joined. Omne end of each is

_joined to the corresponding end of the other
by a narrow bar of iron, G, connected to the
rails by rivets ¢ e. The other ends of therails
are joined by a broader plate of iron, D, con-
nected to the rails by rivets d d. On the top
of and overhanging each bar D is a shorter
plate, D', fixed to the plate D by rivets d'.

The bars C and D are parallel to each ofher,
Another bar extends transversely across the
track, inclined in the opposite direction, asin-
dicated by E. This is joined to the rail at
each end by a removable fastening, e.

‘When the track is to be collapsed for ship-
ment the sections are separated from each

other, if theyhave been previously joined, and
the bar B-is taken out by removing the fasten-
ings e e. Thus divided, the rivets ¢ and d
serve as pivots on which the connected parts
may turn, and by moving the forward rail stiil
farther forward relatively to the other the
rails are brought nearer together, until they
touch—in other words, the frapezoid is elon-
gated and narrowed. When it is required to
readjust the track for use each section is again
widened and shortened until the proper dis-
tance obtains between the rails, and then the
bar E is reapplied and the fastenings e
strongly secured.

Each section is now in condition for use;
but the several sections require to be laid and
joined together. In laying the sections careis
taken to begin at one end of the track, and to
apply the sections successively by abutting
them one against another, so that the plate
D’ of one section shall overlap upon the bar C
of the adjacent section, and the rails A B of
the adjacent section shall at the same time be
received over the ends of the bar D of this
section., When thus applied together the rails
of the several sections match properly, and are
strongly held in the proper relation.

A track thus laid upon a yielding soil is not
sufficiently secured to bear the racking strains
of steam traffie, neither is it sufficiently held
up at the joints for very heavy loads; but it
is capable of greatly facilitating the labor of
pushing light cars about on a soft soil. It
will both support and guide the wheels of such
cars; and, by reason of the joints or junctions
being not opposite each other on the two sides
of the track, the cars will traverse the joints
even if the track is very shaky and the joints
become greatly depressed.

It will be understood that my bars It may
be permanently fastened whenever there is as- -
surance that the track will not be soon re-
quired to be again collapsed. So, also, the
tracks may be supported on an artificially-
formed foundation at the joints and at other
points where the expense will be warranted.

In condueting agricultural operations in
many situations these tracks may be of im-
mense use, simply laying the sections on the
level or slightly-rolling surface of the ground,
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and applying them together by forcing each
section into intimate union with its neighbor.

The top plate, D’, may be welded or other-
wise formed in one piece with the plate D, if
preferred.

The sections may be made long or short,
wide or narrow, as circumstances may require.
I propose, for ordinary agricultural tracks, a
length of about ten feet for each rail, and a
breadth of thirty inches between the rails.

The overhanging or cap plate D/, being
shorter than the bar D, does not interfere with
the eollapsing of the sections.  'When the sec-
tions are joined for use it affords a firm bear-
ing quite across the main space, resting on the
cross-bar-of the adjacent section. When col-
lapsed it lies out of the way, simply protrud-
ing a little beyond the opposite rail.

I claim as my invention-—

1. The sectional track described, having the
rails one in advance of the other, connected
by oblique ties, oblique in opposite directions,
so as to brace each other, as specified.

2. The cap-plate D on the cross-tie at one
end of each section, in combination with the
folding joints, and adapted to match over the
cross-tie of the adjacent section in use, and to
lie along the folded section, projecting slightly
beyond the line of the rail, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 16th day of October, 1878, in the
presence of two subseribing witnesses.

‘ J. J. JOVA.

‘Witnesses: ‘
D. F. MATTHEW,

ANTONIO SUAREZ DEL VILLAR.




