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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ALFRED W. SOUTHARD AND VOLNEY R. SEARS, OF FALLS CITY, NEBR.

IMPROVEMENT IN INVALID-BEDS.

Specification fofming part of Letters Patent No. 212,'75%, dated February 25, 1879 ; application filed
September 29, 1877,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, ALFRED WILLIAM
SOUTHARD and VoLNEY RUFUS SEARS, of
Talls City, in the county of Richardson and
State of Nebraska, have invented a new and
uscful Improvement in Invalid-Beds, of which
the following is a specification :

Tigure 1 is a vertical longitudinal section
taken through the line @ », Fig. 2. TFig. 2 is
a vertical cross-section of the same, taken
through the line y 4, Fig. 1. Tig. 3 is a detail
view in elevation.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The invention will first be described in con-
nection with the drawings, and then pointed
out in the claim,

A is the frame, which is formed of four posts,
connected at their npper and lower ends by
bars, and strengthened at the upper side cor-
ners by braces.

B are bars that support a flag-staff, ¢, and
D> the frame of bedstead, having feet E and
cross-slats I H, to which are attached springs
G and short bars I. J are tierods, and K
are connecting-straps, while L represents the
mattress. To the end bars of the bedstead-

frame D are attached four cords, M, that are
passed through holes in the ends of short
blocks N, pver the pulleys O, and then throu gh
holes in the other ends of said blocks, being
- knotted to prevent them from drawing out.
The cords M and blocks N enable the bed to

be readily adjusted at any desired height,
when the friction of the blocks upon the cords
will hold it securely in place.

To the top side bars of the frame A, near
their foot ends, are detachably attached the
ends of a cross-bar, T, to the end parts of
which are attached by tenons and keys, or
other conveniently-detachable means, the up-
per ends of two bars, U. To the lower ends
of the bars U are hinged the upper ends of
two short bars, V, to the lower ends of which
are attached the ends of a cross-bar, W. The
bar W is padded, and is designed to support
the leg of an invalid while having a surgi-
cal operation performed upon it or having it
dressed.

‘When not in use the bar W may be turned
up out of the way, and when not required for
use the whole device T UV 'W may be de-
tached and taken away.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

The combination of the cross-bar T, the
hanging bars U, the hinged bars V, and the
cross-bar W with the frame that surrounds
the bed, substantially as shown and described,
for the purpose specified.

ALFRED WILLIAM SOUTHARD.

VOLNEY RUFUS SEARS.
‘Witnesses :
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