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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS AITON, O PLEASANT VIEW TOWNSHIP, EMMETT COUNTY, MICH.

IMPROVEMENT IN FARM-GATES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 212,781, dated March 4, 1879 ; application filed
. Detember 7, 1878.

To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, THOMAS ATTON, of Pleas-
ant View township, in the county of Emmett
and State of Michigan, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Farm-Gates;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to niake and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ingdrawings,and toletters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

In said drawings, Figure 1 represents a front
elevation of my improved farm-gate when
closed. Tig. 2 represents the same, in per-
spective, with the sub-gate, or foot-passenger
gate, open and locking devices withdrawn.
Fig. 3represents the locking devices in detail.
Fig. 4 represents the stop-block in detail.

The objects of this invention are, first, to
provide convenient means for raising a farm-
gate, so as to prevent it from being obstructed
by snow, and to allow at will the passage be-
neath it of hogs, sheep, and other animals;
secondly, to prevent the main gate from turn-
ing on its hinges when the supplementary foot-
passenger gate is opened; thirdly, tolock and
brace the said gate by devices hereinafter de-
seribed, which can be easily withdrawn from
either side of the gate, whereby the same act
unlocks the gate as a whole,and also leaves the
foot-passenger gate free to turn independently.

This invention relates to farm-gates pro-
vided with supplementary gates for foot-pas-
sengers; and it consists in the construction,
combination, and arrangement Lereinafter set
forth and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, A and B
designate gate-posts of ordinary construction,
and C designates a vertical standard, connect-
¢d by hinge @ to post A. D designates the
main part of a farm-gate, consisting of hori-
zontal rails d and vertical battens d; and E
designates a supplemental gate, hinged at ¢ ¢
to said main part D. When said supplemental
gate only is opened space is left for the passage
of foot-passengers only. When said farm-gate,
consisting of parts D and E,isopened asa whole,
space is left for the passage of farm-wagons
and other vehicles.

One end of said gate is attached to standard
or sub-post C by bent guide-plates X, which
allow the vertical motion of said gate. T des-
ignates a lifting-lever, which is pivoted by one
end to standard C, and provided at the other
end with a convenient handle, f. Said lever
has vertieal vibration on its pivot, and its mid-
dle part engages, whenraised, with any chosen

-one of a vertical series of catches, hooks, or

studs, (preferably hooks,) &, on said part D
of said gate, said lever being pivoted so loosely
that it has a certain lateral play, allowing it
at will to pass over any one or more of said
studs or hooks either upward or downward.

By means of these devices the gate can read-
ily be raised as far as may be necessary to
avoid obstruction -by snow or other impedi-
ments, or to allow the passage of hogs, sheep,
or other small stock beneath it. If only a

| single stud or hook were used it would e dif-

ficult to raise the gate far enough for ali pur-
poses, unless said stud or hook were set so low
down as to be inconvenient of access. By em-
ploying a series of said studs or hooks the said
gate can readily be raised step by step.

Said lever is prevented from dropping by a
pin, H, whichis inserted at will in anyone of a
vertical series of holes, h, at the end of part D
nearest to supplemental gate IZ.

I designates a stop-block, arranged below
said gate, (preferably below the middle of it,)
and transversely recessed on top, at 4, so as
to receive the lower rail, d, of said gate when
the latter is in its lowest position. When thus
in engagement the said stop-block prevents
the part D of said gate from turning on its
hinges when the supplemental gate Fisopened.
It also prevents the said part D from being
opened by accidental pressure.

The gate is locked by means of the follow-
ing devices: J and J’ designate two horizon-
tal sliding bars, which work through the outer
end of gate H into a vertical recess, b, of gate-
post B. The inner ends of said bars are lon-
gitudinally recessed atjj. In said recesses
play pins or bolts &/, connecting, respectively,
the upper ends and the lower ends of two cor-
responding straps or links, I I, which are ar-
ranged one on each side of the gate, so as to
be readily grasped by the hand whichever way
approached.




M M’ designate two short levers, which are
- arranged .in .an approximately vertical posi-
tion, and pivoted at the middle to gate B. The
lower end of upper lever, M, is pivoted to up-
per bar, J, and the upper end of said lever M
is plvoted to the end of a similar bar, N, which
works horizontally in a reverse du ection
throngh the inner end of gate E into a recess,
a2, of pfut D. The upper end of lower lever,
M’ is pivoted to lower bar, J’, and its lower
end is pivoted to the end of a bar, N, arranged
and working like bar N, above descubed

The arrangement of the above parts is such
that when the straps or links L L are slipped
toward the outer end of the gate the bars J J/
are shot so as tolock the gate to post B, and at
the same time the bars N N’ are shot so as to
lock together the parts D E. "When said straps
are moved in the reverse direction all of said
bolts are withdrawn, leaving said supplement-
ary gate free to be opened.

When it is desired to open the entire gate
without affecting the rigidity of its palts, an
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additional locking device is used. This is
preferably a hook and staple, O ; but any equiv-
alent may be substituted therefor. Various
changes may also be made in other parts of
my gate, and its lifting, locking, and guiding
mechanism, without departing from the spirit
and scope of my invention.’

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as, new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The combmamon of post B, supplementary
gate I, and main part D of gate, with bars J
J/ NN/, levers M M/, and connecting link-bars
or straps on each side of the gate, substan-
tially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

THOMAS AITON.
Witnesses:
DAvID TILLOTSON,
L. W. GLEASON.




