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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY G. THOMPSON,
of Milford, county of New Haven, and State
of Connecticut, have invented an Iinprovement
in Lasting-Machines, of which the following
description, in connection with the accompa-
nying drawings, is a specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
meunts in lasting-machines, and has special
reference to improvements in the jaws or pull-
ers deseribed in United States Letters Patent
No. 203,673, to which reference may be had.

In this my invention the jaws or pullers, for
a portion of their length back of their inner
working edges, are slotted, and the metal of
the jaws is depressed, as hereinafter described,
to enable the said depressed portion of the

Jjaws to bear upon the upper, both when the .

working edges of the jaws are in contact with
the edges ot the upper, and after, as they are
closed together, the said working edges reach
or pass beyond the edges of the upper laid
over upon the inner sole at the heel and toe
thereof. These depressed portions of the jaws
maintain their firm hold upon the turned-over
edges of the upper until it is nailed or pegged
to the inner sole, and prevent the said edges
from slipping back after having been once
stretched or fitted to the last.

Figure 1 represents, in top view, a pair of

Jaws constructed in accordanee with my in-
vention; and TFig. 2, a section thereof on the
line # .

The jaws or pullers e are adapted to be

placed and operated as are the jaws in the
patent referred to. These jaws are slotted, as
at 2, back of their working or inner edges, 3;
and preferably, but not necessarily, the jaws
will be slotted, as at 4, the said slots extend-
ing from the slots 2, and intersecting the tack
or peg receiving openings or spaces 5, thereby
leaving flat portions b, which are connected
with the narrow metallic spring-like portions
6 so formed. Ifach of these portions b is de-
pressed below the under surface of the main
plates of the said jaw, as shown in Fig. 2,
thereby enabling the said portions,as the jaws
are moved forward and closed together, to
bear upon the edges of the upper back of the
working edges of the jaws and at the rear of
the open spaces 5, whereby the said portions
b remain in contact with the upper or its edges
turned over upon the inner sole until the last-
ing tacks or pegs are driven, '

I claim—

In a lasting-machine, pullers or jaws slotted
back of their working edges, a portion of the
Jaws, where slotted, being depressed, as de-
scribed, to thereby operate upon the edges of
the upper turned over upon the inner sole, as
and for the purpose set forth,

In testimony whereof Lhave signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two
subscribing witnesses.

HENRY G. THOMPSON.

Witnesses:

G. W. GREGORY,
N. E. WHITNEY,




