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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN BALMORE, a resi-
dent of One hundred and eleventh street and
First avenue, New York city, (Harlem,)in the
county of New York and State of New York,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Coal-Scoops; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
‘ing, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

The object of my invention is to provide an
improved scoop for breaking down into a car-
go of coal, particularly for plunging into and
through rough irregular lumps of bituminous
coal, stored In bulk, and removing it till the
bottom of the cargo is reached, when an ordi-
nary scoop may be used.

The invention consists of a scoop having a
pointed or rounded end, and strong bearing
lugs or ears at the top.

The improved scoop possesses the com-
bined advantages of a erow-bar for breaking
through lumps of coal and loosening up the
embedded mass, and of a hollow seoop for
raising out and removing a large measure of
coal at a time. It facilitates the handling of
coal by saving much of the labor and incon-
venience arising from the use of a separate
tool, as a crow-bar. .

- By reason of the new features a man may,
with this seoop, perform the two operations
of breaking through the lumps and embedded
mass of coal, and at the same time take on
the load for removal.

An ordinary scoop with a broad end has
been found to be totally insufficient for brealk-
ing into, from the top, a cargo of coal stored
on a barge or other vessel; and the ordinary
spade or shovel, though serving somewhat as
a crow-bar for breaking through the coal, does
not possess the advantages of a scoop for re-
moving alarge measure of it at a_time.

A scoop showing my improved construc-
tion is illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ing.

The blade A is deep and capacious, like
those of the ordinary kind, for holding a large
measure of coal; but the lower end is given a
pointed or rounded form, as shown at B, the
cutting-edges extending diagonally from each

side to a point on a line with the longitudinal
center of the scoop or on a line with the han-
dle.

The blade is secured to the handle D in the
ordinary manner. The bearing lugs or ears C
areformed by anextension of the metal forming
the curved hollow blade, brought up square,
with their upper edges at right angles to the
handle.

The upper edges of the metal forming the
ears is folded or bent over, or thickened, for
giving greater strength and firmness, which
is required in the bearing or forcing down op-
eration.

In fitting up the old form of scoop with my
improvement, or in making new ones, the
bearing-ears may be riveted or otherwise se-
cured to the curved hollow blade.

For giving greater strength and durability
to the scoop, the pointed end may be made of
thicker metal than that ordinarily used, and
the edges sharpened. This, however, is not
usunally necessary.

It is obvious that in using the scoop it is
only necessary for the workman to place his
foot upon the ears and bear down, when, by
reason of the sharp-pointed end, it is readily
forced through the lumps and impacted coal.

I am aware that a spade having a rectan-
gular blade and suitable bearing-edges above
is old, and that a shovel with a pointed end
is also old, and I do not claim such features
separately.

My improved scoop, hiaving a deep hollow
blade, is provided with a pointed or rounded
end, and with angular bearing ears or lugs
extending above the hollow blade, thus pro-
ducing an implement in which a number of
essential features are combined for new and
useful purposes.

I therefore claim and desire to secure
Letters Patent—

A coal-scoop having a pointed or rounded
end, and angular bearing ears or lugs extend-
ing above the hollow blade, as and for the
purpose described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

by

JOHN BALMORE.

Witnesses:
Joux M. LoNG,
S. VAN NOSTRAND.




