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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLER J. GARDNER,
of the city and county of Philadelphia, and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Meat and Vegeta-
ble Cutters, which improvement is fullv seb
forth in the following specification and accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a top or plan view of the cutter
embodying my invention. Tig. 2 is a central
vertical section thereof. TFig. 3 is a face view
of a skeleton-knife, Tig. 4 is a face view of
the adjusting-wheel.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

My invention consists of a knife suspended
from a hollow shaft, in combination with a
spindle passed tthUOh said shaft, carrying a
wheel or bed, and plowdcd with an adjust-
ing-nut, “heleby the knife and wheel or bed
have a eommon axis, and the dd]ubtment may
be accomplished by means of a single nut.

Referring to the drawings, A 1eplesents a
cyhnducal or other shaped case, which is open
at top and bottom; and B represents a cross
head or bar, which is secured to or cast with
said case, and is formed with a vertical open-
ing, through which is passed a hollow shaft,
C, which may be supported at its upper or
]owe1 end. To the shaft, at opposite- ends,
there are secured a knife, D, and bevel-pinion
E, which latter is geared w1th & pinion, 1/,
qecmed to a shaft, to which power is commu-
nicated from a cmnk handle, pulley, or other
means, whereby rotation may be imparted to
the knife D.

Through the hollow shaft C is ])assed the
spindle b of a wheel, G, which is held in po-
sition against the knife D by a nut, H, which,
fitted to threads on the spindle 'Llld beauno
against the upper end of the shaft, also dd
mits of the adjustment of said wheel.

The knife is of skeleton form, the blades D’
whereof, radiating from a hub, are curved,
W herebv they mdkc a draw-cut their entue
length, ‘and their outer ends are connected by
a circumferential rim, D", for strengthening
purposes.

The wheel G is placed adjacent to the un-
der side of the knife, and it has a series of
throats, e, each of which is of the contour of
the blades of the knife.

It will be noticed that by raising and low-
ering said wheel G by means of the nut H, the
spaces between the cutting-edges of the blades
and the adjacent walls of throats are decreased
or increased; consequently the extent of the
cut is regulated or adjusted.

In order to cause the blades and throats to
coincide, lugs or pins b project from the rim
D and enter openings in the wheel G, thus
also assisting the nut H in causing the kmte
and wheel to move as one.

The rim of the knife is below the blade%
thereof, and the case is formed with a hori-
zontal shoulder, b, which overhangs said rim,
whereby the rim is prevented from coming in
contact with the articleto becut; and when the
sliced article enters the space of the knife and
wheel or bed, any upward strain on the knife
is received by therim, which bears against the
shoulder b as a stop, and frietion of the blades
and head B is prevented.

The operation is as follows: The article to
be cut is placed in the case A on the wheel G,
and against the cross-head B. Power is now
apphed to the gearing E B/, and the knife and
wheel rotate. The kmfe, cutting from the bot-
tom of the article, slices or len%hb equal in
thickness to the uncovered spaces of the ad-

justed throats, and said slices fall through the

throats into the lower portion or bottom of the
case, where they are inclosed and may be col-

‘lected, or where, if' desired, a drawer may be

provided for such collection.

The ecutting is easily and quickly accom-
plished, the knlfe conveniently removable for
sharpening, &e., the apparatus may be read-
ily kept clean, and the parts are few, simple,
and compact.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The knife D, suspended from the hollow
shaft C, in combination with the spindle F,
passed through said shaft, carrying the wheel
or bed G, and provided with the single adjust-
ing-nut H, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

‘ C. J. GARDNER.
Witnesses:
JAMES MAHONEY,
JOHN A, WIEDERSHEIM.
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