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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Lewis Epwin HEATON,
of Providence, in the county of Providence
and State of Rhode Island, have invented a
new and valuable Improvement in Pocket
Plug-Tobacco Cutters; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the construction and op-
eration of the same, reference being had to
the annexed drawings, making a part of this
specification, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representa-
tion of a cross-sectional view of my improved
pocket plug-tobacco cutter. Tig. 2 is a side
view thereof. Tig. 3 is a perspective view of
the same, and Tig. 4 is a detail.

This invention has relation to devices for
cutting plug-tobacco into small particles for
the use of smokers; and it consists in the con-
struction and novel arrangement of the han-
dle or frame, its gage and guard, and the ser-
rated blade, baving its teeth turned toward
the gage, as hereinafter shown and described.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
A designates the handle or frame of.this in-
strument, consisting usually of an elongated
guard portion or bar, b, and the end lugs, ¢,
projecting therefrom in the same direction,
and serving for the attachment of the blade
D, which is secured thereto by screws passing
through its ends into said lugs. - The end lugs
¢ are re-enforced on their faces, forming offsets
¢, whereby the blade is held at a short dis-
tance from the plane of the gage-surface ¢ of
the guard-bar b, and said lugs are sufficiently
long to enable the blade to be located with its
line of teeth toward the inner edge of the
- guard or gage bar without overlapping the
same.

. The teeth # of the blade are beveled on both
edges, but on the same side of the blade, this
being the inner or gage side when all the
teeth are beveled the same way. Some-
times, however, the beveled edges of alternate
teeth are on opposite sides of the blade.' The
outer edge of the blade is finished smoothly,

and as the teeth are located along the middle
of the instrument and turned toward the
guard, it is not apt to cateh in- the pocket or
injure other articles therein. In order, how-
ever, to provide a cover for the teeth when
the instrument is not in use, a metallic shield,
H, is pivoted at the end of the serrated blade.
This shield is of elongated form, as shown in
the drawings, and is made with an edge flange,
&, which extends along the tops or points of
the teeth when the shield is closed thereon,
forming a perfect protection. The elongated
form of the shield enables it to be used as a
pipe-cleaner when open, thereby forming a
very convenient addition to the instrument.

To use this device, turn back the shield and
take the guard between the thumb and fingers,
with the shield toward the little finger. In
this manner the instrument can be held stead-
ily while the end of the plug is drawn back
dnd forth on the teeth, being at the same time
held against the gage side of the guard-bar.

Ifthe gage requires to be changed in order to
cut the particles larger or coarser, this may
be accomplished by the introduction of wash-
ers between the ends of the blade and the end
Ings of the guard or handle.

Having deseribed this invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A pocket tobacco-cutter consisting of a
hand-frame, A, having a gage portion, ¢, and .
a serrated blade, D, attached to said frame,
and having its teeth turned toward the gage
portion, substantially as specified.

2. The combination, with a poeket tobacco-
cutter consisting of a hand-frame having a
gage portion and a serrated blade, of a fold-
ing shield, H, forming also a brace and pipe-
cleaner, substantially as specified.-

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subsecribed my name in the presence

of two witnesses.
LEWIS E. HEATON.
Witnesses:
Joun G, PURKIS,
GILMAN E. Jopp.



