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To all whom it may concern : _

Be it known that I, JosErH H. LAPHAM, of
Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, have invented a certain new
and Improved Wash-Board ; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
complete description of the same.

This mvention consists of a device for se-
curing the sides of a wash-board to the back
thereof, thereby rendering the said board
stronger and more durable than wash-boards
constructed in the ordinary way. )

A more full deseription of the invention is
as follows, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings for illustration, the same
making a part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a face view of the wash-board.
Fig. 2 is a section on line z x of Fig. 1. Tig.
3 is a detached section of one of the bars C.

Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several views.

The wash-board alluded to consists of the
sides A, secured to a back or board, whereon
is placed the metallic rubbing surface B. Both
sides of the Loard may be provided with a
metallic rubbing-surface, if so desired.

The ordinary way of securing the sides A to
the back is by nailing them thereto. Eventu-
ally the nails rust and the sides become loose
and break away from the back, rendering the
wash-board unfit for use. Toavoidthis break-
ing away of the sides from the back the sides
are secured thereto by a double clamp, con-
sisting of a metal bar, C, each end of which
is bifurcated, forming a pair of jaws, D and E,
Fig. 3. Tach jaw is armed on the inner side
with a spur, @, and from the middle of the
Jjaws projects a spur, ).

The application of the above - deseribed
clamp for the purpose specified will be readily
understood on examination of the drawings,
in which it will be seen in Fig. 3 that the jaws

of the clamp are distended so far as to per-
mit the sides A to pass between them without
touching the spurs @. The sides A when in-
serted in the open jaws are driven upon the
spur b, and close to the head of the clamp.
The two jaws are then closed down upon the

-| edges of the sides, causing the spurs to pene-

trate the wood, substantially as shown in Figs.
land 2,

It will be observed that the edges of the
sides are slightly rounded; hence, on bending
the jaws down upon them said jaws curve
around the edge of the sides, thereby prevent-
ing the sides from being pulled out from the

Jjaws and away from the board or back. The

spurs also prevent the sides from pulling out
of the jaws, while the spur b assists in retain-
ing the bar of the clamp in close and firm con-
tact with the edge of the rubbing-surface of
the wash-board. » :

By making the edge of the sides A more
convex, so that the jaws may clasp farther
around, the spurs « may be omitted. It is
preferred, however, to have the spurs, and also
the spur 0.

The back and also the metal rabbing-sur-
face are grooved into the sides A in the ordi-
nary way, by which, together with the clamp-
ing device above described, the board is made
strong and durable, as the sides cannot be-
come detached from the back by ordinary use.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

In wash-boards, the bar C, provided with
bifurcated ends, forming a pair of jaws for
clamping the said sides and secaring them to
the back board, substantially as herein set

forth. v
' JOSEPH H. LAPHAM,
‘Witnesses:
J. H. BURRIDGE,
W. H. BURRIDGE.




