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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that [, ALFRED HuaHES, M.D.,
of the city of Baltimore and State of Mary-
land, have invented a new and useful improve-
ment, namely, an Improved and Combined
Post-Office Stamp and Canceler in and on one
and the same disk, of which the following is
a specification: -

My invention relates to post-office stamps
and cancelers; and consists in so constructing
and arranging the various parts entering into
the combination as to rigidly hold in place
and prevent the loosening, occasioned by con-
stant jarring, of the frame or head in which
rest the typeand canceling ormangling blocks,
exclusive of other supplemental elamping de-
viee.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
the stamping and canceling face of my inven-
tion. TFig. 2is a side elevation, with head in
vertical section; and Fig. 3 is a perspective of
one of the shouldered type-blocks.

In that class of stamps and cancelers where
the head or type-block bed has been attached
to the handle or frame by means of male and
female screw-threads the screw-joint has been
subjected to such strain occasioned by con-
cussion during the stamping process as to wear
the threads of the screw, and thus cause the
joint to work loose. Supplemental screw-
clamps have been heretofore used to more se-
curely hold in place the head, as above gener-
ally described; but this double adjustment
occasions loss of time and greater expense in
the manufacture of stamp-cancelers.

By the peculiar construction of the several
parts operating in combination with the screw-
Joint in my invention, the threads are relieved
from strain and the use of supplemental clamps
obviated, as will be hereinafter more fully set
forth.

In the frame B, which is rigidly attached
to handle A, I provide arecess or cavity, upon
the inner face of the wall of which is formed
a female thread. This thread extends to a
point near to the bottom of the cavity, the
remaining portion of the space being greater

in diameter than that occupied by the thread,
as shown at y, Fig. 2.

Upon the rear face of the head or type-block
bed O, I provide a male screw-projection, C’,
and through this head I cut slots or.perfora-
tions to conform in contour to the shape of
the various types, type-blocks, or manglers d.
Upon the rear end of the edges of these types
I construct projecting shoulders 7. The wall
of the recess in the frame B is constructed of
a height equal to or less than the length of
the serew-projection ', for reasons hereinafter
made obvious.

In practice, I have found that when the up-
per edge of the recess-wall of the frame B
comes in contact with the rear surface of the
flange formed by the projecting edge of the
head C, and by reason of frequent concussions
in the stamping process, the screw-joint wears
loose. To prevent this contact I provide a
space, as at #, Fig. 2, between the head-flange
and the upper surface of the wall.

When the types, type-blocks, or manglers
are inserted in their respective receptacles,
the frame B isscrewed down over the projection
C/ until the rear surfaces of-the types, type-
blocks, or manglers abut against the bottom
of the recess in the frame B, the shoulders !
interposing to prevent the rear surface of the
flange on the head C from coming,in contact
with the upper surface of the recess-wall in
the frame B.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

In a post-office stamp and canceler, the head
C, provided with screw-projection ¢/, the frame
B, recessed to receive the head-projection and
provided with a wall constructed as described,
and the type-blocks d, having shoulders I, all
combined and arranged so as to provide re-
cesses ¥ and 2, in the manner and for the pur-
pose substantially as set forth.

ALFRED HUGHES, M. D.

Witnesses:

GEo. A. HEMMICK,
HARRY KING,




