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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JACOB SOUTHWICK, of
Brant Center, in the county of Erie, and in
the State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Devices for
Receiving and Delivering Mail- Bags from
Cars; and do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, making a part of this
specification.

The nature of my invention consists in the
construetion and arrangement of a device for
delivering and receiving mail-bags on cars,
as will be hereinafter more fully set forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make
and use the same, I will now proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation, referrin g
to the annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device
on the car. Fig.2is a perspective view of
the device at the mail-station. Fig. 3 is an
end view of the device shown in Fig. 1.

A represents a portion of a postal car, which
is provided on the inside at top and bottom
with longitndinally-grooved guide-rails B B,
running across the car, and in these guide-
rails is placed a metal frame, C. This frame
may, near each end, be provided with a
strengthening-bar, D, if deemed necessary.
The end bars of the frame C are curved out-
ward, as shown at E, and in this curve is
made a hole, f; for the insertion of a pin, to
pivot an arm, (&, thereto. The inner end of
this arm is forked, and straddles the part E
of the frame, to which it is then pivoted, and
in use is held horizontal by means of cord
or chain g, as shown in Fig. 1.

In the bar G are fastened a series of arms,
H, extending downward at right angles to
the bar, and at any desired distances apart.
The upper ends of the arms H are formed
with screw-tenons, which are passed upward
through holes in the bar, and fastened by nuts
b on their upper ends. The lower ends of the

arms form prongs % #, which extend in oppo-
site directions,as shown,and their ends curved
slightly upward.

@ @ represent two springs, which are fast-
ened to the upper ends of two of the arms H,
and extend downward and outward to one
side, so as to be in contact with the prongs k.

At the mail-station there is to be an oval
support, K, in the center of which is a series
of vertical arms, I L, with prongs I  at their
upper ends, projecting in opposite directions,
as seen in Fig. 2,

The mail-bag to be delivered is placed on
back prongs or fingers h, under the springs
@, and the entire frame, with the arm and its
fingers, moved out to a given point, so that
the fingers & will pass between the prongs or
fingers [ on the support or platform K, upon
which the mail-bag to be received by the car
islaid. As the car passes by, the front fin-
gers , take up the mail-bag from the fingers
I, while the bag held upon the back fingers 7
by the springs « is removed by the arms L
and left on the platform. The frame C is then
drawn into the car, and the bar G can be
turned up, if desired.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The pivoted bar G, provided with the
arms H, having the prongs or fingers % and
the springs «a, substantially as and for the
purposes herein set forth.

2. The combination of the sliding frame C,
bar G, arms H, prongs %, and springs a, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes herein set
forth.

3. The combination of the platform K, arms
L, and prongs or fingers I, substantially as
and for the purposes herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 26th
day of April, 1878. )

JACOB SOUTHWICK.,

‘Witnesses:

JOHN A. CHRISTY,
ErLris H. Coroin.
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