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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, THEODORE W. BUR-
GER, of Plainfield, in the county of Union and
State of New Jersey, have invented an Im-
provement in Register Pepper-Boxes, of which
the following is a specification:

Thisinvention relates tothat class of pepper-
boxes in which the perforated top is provided
with a cover having a sliding movement, to
cover or uncover the perforations in the said
top, as occasion may require.

The object of this invention is to provide a
box of the class specified in which the mova-
ble plate shall be eapable of much more con-
venient manipulation, and shall close the per-
forations much more tightly and uniformly,
than has been found practicable with the reg-
ister-boxes hitherto in use. To this end the
invention consists in the combination of a
centrally-pivoted movable plate, constructed
with radial spring-strips having interspaces
between them, with the perforated top of the
pepper-box.

Figure 1 is a central vertical sectional view
of a register pepper-box made according to
my invention. Iig. 2 is a plan view of the
same, showing the movable plate in position
to close the perforations in the top of the box;
and Fig. 3 is a similar view, showing the
plate in position to open the aforesaid perfo-
rations as required in the use or operation of
the box.

A is the Dbody of the box, made of sheet-
tin or other suitable material, and of the usual
cylindrical form. In its top or upper end is
provided an annular series of perforations, a,
which should be nearly or quite concentric
with the rivet or pivot ¢, this latter being pret-
erably coineident with the center or longitud.-
inal axis of the body A. B is the movable
plate, more or less crown-shaped, as more

fully indicated in Fig. 1, its flat, depressed,

central portion f being pivoted or swiveled to
the top of the box by the rivet ¢. This plate
B has its circumference deeply indented by
angular notches ¢, so that the plate itself is
provided with radial strips ¢, which, from the
crowned or curved form of their inner por-
tions, are capable of an elastic or spring-like
action. The radial strips ¢ correspoud in
number with the perforations @, and have

their flat outer end portions ¢ coincident
therewith ; consequently the plate B may be
turned to bring the ends of the strips ¢ over
and upon the perforations a, thereby closing
them against the outlet of the contents of the
box when the latter is inverted or shaken, and
by turning the plate to bLring the strips g be-
tween the perforations a, the latter will be un-
covered to permit the contents of the box to
be shaken out in the ordinary manner.

Now, I am aware that a register-plate has
been applied hitherto to the perforated top of
a pepper-box for the purpose of closing and
opening the perforations as occasion may remn-
der desirable, and suech, broadly, therefore,
I.do not claim; but it will be noticed thatin
my invention the angular notches & provide
interspaces to the radial strips ¢, and that the
upwardly-carved or crowned form of the in-
ner portions of the latter provide raised edges.
These raised edges may be taken hold of by
the bulbs of the finger and thumb tips with a
firm but easy and convenient grasp upoun the
plate B, without that use of the thumb-nail
which has been required by other register-
boxes, and consequently the risk of breaking
the nail, and the pain frequently experienced
in the thumb from the pressare of the nail
against the depressed edge of a register-plate,
is wholly avoided; and,farthermore, the strips
being capable of a spring-like action, inde-
pendent of each other, upon the top of the
box, each strip presses snugly upon the con-
tiguous perforation of the top, (when such
perforations are closed, as hereinbefore set
forth,) and each of the perforations is snugly
closed with a spring-pressure upon it, irre-
spective of any irregularity in the flat con-
tour of the top of the box. :

What L claim as my invention is—

The centrally-pivoted crown-shaped mova-
ble plate B, constructed with the radial strips
¢, having recesses or nofches a’ between, in
combination with the top of a pepper - box
formed with the annular series of perforations
a, substaniially as and for the purpose herein
set forth.
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