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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ABNER A. BEVIN, of
East Hampton, in the county of Middlesex
and State of Connecticut, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Attach-
ing Bells to Shafts, of which the following is
a specification:

This invention relates to sleigh-bells which
are connected with or attached to the sleigh-
shafts by means of a metallic bell-supporting
strap.

Before proceeding upon a description of the
nature and object of my invention, I will pre-
mise by stating that it has heretofore been
customary to construct the top or shoulder of
the sleigh-bell with two separate and inde-
pendent openings, through each of which is
passed one of the arms of a staple for connect-
ing the bell, clapper, and supporting-strap to-
gether, as in the Letters Patent dated July
22, A. D. 1856, No. 15,366, granted to Abner
G. Bevnl

My invention has for its object to simplify
and cheapen such class of devices, and render
them more effective in operating; and to this
end my invention consists of a clapper-sup-

“porting bolt, constructed of a single piece of
metal to form an eye in which the upper end
of the clapper is held, and two members or
arms, which are brought together and passed

through a single opening or passage in the.

top or canon or ear of the bell, and through
a single opening formed in a depression con-
structed in the supporting - strap, the two
members or arms of the clapper, supporting-
bolt, or staple being then separated, after in-
sertion through the strap, and bent from each
other, orin an outwardly direction, and pressed
down into the depression of the strap, so as to
be flush with the horizontal ends or ears of
the latter, which are each provided with an
opening or openings for the passage of a serew
or nail into the sleigh-shaft.

In the accompanying drawings, 111ustlatmo
my invention, Figures 1 and 4 represent per-
spective views of the bell, supporting-strap,
and connecting bolt or staple.
represent longitndinal vertical sections of the
invention applied to the shaft of the sleigh;
and Figs. 3 and 6 represent detached views of

Figs. 2 and 5 1

the bell, the clapper, bolt or staple, and sup-
porting- strap

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
ters of reference indicate corresponding parts,
the letter A represents the bell, which is of
the usual or ordinary construction, and may
be provided with a canon or ear, a, on its top
or shoulder for retaining the bell out of con-
tact with the supporting wmedium, and thereby
preventing the deadening of the sound, or
impeding the vibration of the bell, and secur- -
ing a finer and more harmonions tone. The
ear or canon of the bell, when it is constructed
with the same, is provided with a single open-
ing or passage, b, through which the clapper
or tongue and supporting bolt or staple B are
passed, which latter is constructed of a single
piece of metal, bent or doubled to form at its
lower end an eye, ¢, for receiving and holding
the clapper or tongue, and two members or
arms, d d, at its upper end, which are brought
together and passed through the single open-
ing or passage b in the top or ear of the bell,
and then through an opening, e, formed in
the transverse depression-f, constructed in the
metallic bell-supporting strap or loop C. The
two members or arms of the clapper-support-
ing bolt or staple, after having been passed
through the eentral opening in the top or ear
of the bell, and through the supporting-strap,
are separated from each other and bent in an
outward direction down into the depression
constructed in the supporting-strap, so as to
be flush with the horizontal ends or ears g ¢
of the same, whereby the strap carrying the
bells may be conveniently applied to the
sleigh-shafts without the projecting portion of
the clapper-retaining bolt interfering with the
same, each end of the supporting-strap being
provided with an opening, 4, for the passage
of a screw into the sleigh-shaft for confining
the strap in place.

By construeting the clapper-retaining bolt
in the manner described and illustrated, a
bell possessing the usual central opening and
canon or ear can be employed, and, conse-
quently, the bell has a much finer tone, the
device is cheaper of prodnction, more simple,
and can be placed in position with perfect
ease,
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It will, of course, be apparent that a series
of the bells can be arranged upon a single
supporting-strap, which is provided with a
corresponding nuamber of depressions and
openings for the passage and retention of the
clapper-supporting bolt.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The combination, substantially as herein
shown and deseribed, of the bell having a
single central opening, the clapper-retaining

bolt, constructed with the eye and two mem-
bers, which are passed through the single
opening in the top of the bell, and the bell-
supporting strap, having an opening in its
depression for the passage of the clapper-re-
taining bolt, for the purpose set forth. .
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand.
ABNER A. BEVIN.
Witnesses:
Wu. H. BeVIN,
CHAUNOCEY BEVIN.



