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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES G. CONN, of
Elkhart, in the county of Elkhart and State
of Indiana, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Mouth-Pieces for Musical In-
struments, of which the following is a specifi-
cation:

My invention consists in constructing the
mouth-piece or embouchure of wind-instru-
ments with an elastic face where the mouth-
piece comes in contact with the lips, the ob-
ject being to prevent fatigue and injury to the
lips, and enable the performer to play with
much greater ease and certainty than is pos-
sible with the rigid mouth-piece now in use.

The accompanying drawing is a longitudi-
nal section of a mouth-piece illustrating my
invention.

A represents the shank, and B the em-
bouchure of a mouth-piece, of any ordinary
construction, for a wind - instrument of any
description. C represents a flexible or elastic
face, preferably constructed of soft india-rub-
ber, and secured to the face of the ordinary
embouchure B by cement or otherwise.

It will be observed that my improved con-
struction of the embouchure is flexible, and

where the month-piece comes in contact with
the lips it is soft, and hence does not destroy
their sensibility by rendering them puffy, as
does the metal mouth-piece; consequently it is
never liable to produce a fuzzy tone. The
performer ean play in the upper register with
the same ease and facility that he plays the
lower tone, articulating each note perfectly,
and never marring the beauty and finish of
the part he is performing by trying to humor
a worn-out lip. The elasticity of the em-
bouchure affords a cushion for the lips which
does not prevent the circulation of blood
while playing, and consequently it produces
no swelling of the lips.

The improved mouth-piece may be hand-
somely finished, according to taste, or in any
style similar to mouth-pieces in common use.

I claim as new and of my invention—

The annular cushion O, of elastic material,
applied to the face of a mouth-piece, B, of
common form, in the manner specified.
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