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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BARTHOLOMEW HART-
WELL, of Baltimore city, in the State of Ma-
ryland, have invented a new and Improved
Corpse- Preserving Casket; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and

. exact description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing, forming a
part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 1s a longitudinal sectional eleva-
tion, and Fig. 2 is a plan view with cover re-
moved. '

The invention relates to certain improve-
ments in corpse-preserving caskets, as herein-

- after described and specifically claimed.

A A’ represent the outer casing of casket,
made in two parts, jointed together, so as to
be easily detachable, and at the same time as
nearly air-tight as possible. The inside may
be suitably lined with metal, and the top pro-
vided with a long glass, B, surrounded by a
raised bead, C. In the latter is placed a two-
part removable cover, D D/, while-at the bot-
tom is located an outlet, E, for the water, re-
sulting from liquefaction of the ice. On this
bottom is placed the stand F, raised by feet,
perforated on the sides, and having an up-
wardly-projecting flange, /7, around the open-
ing ¥, formed by cutting out the top portion.
Over this upward flange fits a corresponding
downward flange, ¢/, of the cooling-board G.
This prevents any liquid from coming in con-
tact with the body. His ahead-rest, provided
with screw £, adjustable in the base &, to raise
or lower the head of corpse. 11 are clamps,
adjustable toward each other, and swiveled
in a slot, £?, of the rest, so as to hold the head
firmly in any position desired. The level of
stand F is some distance below the edges of
the lower section A’ of casket and the top of
cooling-board &, thus allowing said edges and
cooling-board, together with the stand F, to

- hold securely in place the several sections of
ice-chamber K until the top section A is jointed
to the lower section A’. This enables me to
make my ice-chamber in end sections %, body
section !, and side sections k2 &*, each of ‘which
may be readily filled with ice from the wagon,
easily carried into the house of deceased, and
conveniently adjusted.in the casket. This su-

persedes the usual method of procedure where
the undertaker transports huge tubs of broken
ice into the parlor, and shovels it into the
casket with a noise disagreeable to the grief-
stricken family, and unsuitable to such a mel-
ancholy occasion. By these several improve-
ments noticeable objections to the casket have
been removed, and its adaptation to the pur-
pose intended in a great degree augmented.

Between the metallic lining and the shell
or case may be packed any suitable non-con-
ducting material, if so desired, and the body
ice-section %' may be provided with a flexible
tube or pipe, leading from the lowest part
thereof to an opening between end sections %
k beyond the foot end of the cooling-board.

L is a faucet and spigot, by which to draw
off water from the bottom of the casket.

The casing or shell being made in two equal,
or nearly equal, parts, and its weight thus di-
vided, can be easily handled by one man. The
top part can be readily removed or lifted off,
thereby giving easy access to the interior of
the casket whenever desired for arranging the
attire or for other purpose. The upper part
or cover D D’ of the upper half of the casket,
which covers the glass B, can be left on when
the ice-chamber k! is used; otherwise it is to
be left off entirely. When said ice-chamber is
used the part D’ of the cover may, however,
be turned back to uncover the face of the
corpse.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new is—

1. The combination of stand I and cooling-
board G, having, respectively, the flanges f/
¢', as and for the purpose described.

2. The clamps I I, swiveled and movable
toward each other in a slot of head-rest, as
and for the purpose specified.

3. The described combination with edges
of lower section of casket-case, of the stand

_F, and raised cooling-board G, forming a gut-

ter or groove to hold the sections of ice-cham-
ber until the top section is put in place.
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