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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, FREDERICK J. NODINE,
of the city of Brooklyn, county of Kings and
State of New York, have invented certain Im-
provements in Rubber-Covered Snaffle- Bits,
of which the following is a specification :

The object of this invention is to provide a
snaffle-bit with a rubber covering to protect
the metal and prevent injury to the animal’s
mouth, and at the same time leave the joint
uncovered, perfectly flexible, and free from any
liability to being clogged by the rubber cov-
ering.

My invention consists in covering the two
bars of the bit with conical tubes of rubber,
which extend from the outer ends of the bit
to, but not over, the middle joint thereof,
which is thus left entirely uncovered, this ar-
rangement of the covering preventing the
Jjoint from becoming clogged, and thereby in-
tlexible. )

The rubber tubular eoverings are conical in
their form, and terminate outwardly in bulb-
ous enlargements, which fit over the loops
or outer joints of the bit, where they are se-
cured, so as to prevent the covering from slip-
ping down and covering the middle joint, and
thereby prevent its free movement.

Figure 1 is a sectional view of the snaffle-
bit. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section on the
line c c.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

In the accompanying drawings, B B indi-
cate the jointed sections of my improved snaf-
fle-bit, and A the rubber covering of the same,

The sections B are, as usual, somewhat en-
larged toward their outer ends, and this ne-
cessitates a similar form in the rubber cover-
ing, as shown. The outer ends of the cover-
ings A A are enlarged to form the bulbs a,
which it is intended shall clasp the loops b at
the outer ends of the bit. The object of this
device is to protect the animal’s mouth from
contact with the outer loops or joints of the
bit, and also to provide means for securing
the coverings and preventing them from slip-
ping inward toward the middle jointe. This
joint is intended to remain uncovered, and for
this purpose the rubber coverings A terminate
at the point where the ends of the sections are
enlarged into rings to form the loops of the
joint ¢. By this arrangement of the covering
the middle joint is secured against any lia-
bility to getting clogged, and is thus kept
flexible. The bulbs & are securely fastened
around the loops b and outer ends of the bit.
They are, of course, slitted in order that they
may be drawn over the bit, but are afterward
secured, as before stated. )

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

A snaffle-bit partially covered with conical
sections A A, of rubber, which leave the mid-
dle joint of the bit uncovered, but terminate
at their onter ends in bulbs @, which embrace
the loops b at the ends of the bit, substan-
tially as herein shown and deseribed.
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