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February 8, 1875.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GILLMAN WoODWARD,
of the city and county of Providence, in the
State of Rhode Island, have invented a new
and-Tmproved Fixture for Adjusting and Fast-
ening Blind-Slats, of which the following is a
Specification :

In the accompanying drawings like letters
indicate like parts.

Figure 1 is a front view of my invention.
Tig. 2 is a side view of the same.

My invention is designed to adjust and keep
in the desired position the slats of a window-
blind, and to lock the same when they are
closed. By connecting the rods of the two
portions of the blind the upper slats are op-
erated at the same time with the lower.

My invention consists of a blind-stop having
a rod attached to the slats of the blind, and
operated by aratchet arrangement of a thumb-
piece with its connected case, the ratchets be-
ing locked by a spring.

The fixture is made of metal or an y suitable

-material, and fastened by screws to the bottom

cross-piece of the window-blind. Within the
cylinder of the case A is contained the pin or
bolt B, provided with a button-like head,
against which, and surrounding the bolt, is
placed a spiral spring, C. This spring, at its
opposite end, rests solidly against the inside
of the case A, and thus works wholly within
the cylinder to keep the pin in place. The
pin passes through the case, as also through
the thumb-piece D, to the latter of which it is
firmly riveted. The thumb-piece has a limited
vertical revolution, turning with the pin to
which it is fastened, and operates the rod E

to raise or lower it, as desired. The thaml-
piece, by means of an eye, a, cast in it, is con-
nected with the rod E, which, being fastened
to the rod of the slats above, communicates
motion to them, opening or closing them, as
may be desired. The inner side of the thumb-
piece at its lower end, and also the outer ri ght
side of the case, are furnished with a series of
serrations, b ¢, cast upon them in a circle lying
about the axis of revolation, and correspond-
ing with and fitting into each other. As the
thumb-piece is elevated or depressed the ratch-
et-teeth of the thumb-piece override those on
the case, being drawn together again by the
inclosed spring C. By this contrivance the
slats are held in the position in which they are
placed.

When the slats are closed and the thumb-
piece D crowded back the rod E serves to lock
them in position, as it bears against the thumb-
piece on a line behind the center of its revolu-
tion,

I claim as a novel and useful invention, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. The locking device consisting of the piv-
oted thumb-piece D, in eombination with the
connecting-rod I, madeand operating substan-
tially as described.

2. The blind-slat fastener and adjuster, sub-
stantially as herein described, consisting of the
case A, pin B, spiral spring C, thumb-piece
D, rod H, and ratchets b ¢, operating as and
for the purpose specified.

GILLMAN WOODWARD.

Witnesses:

ADDISON F. LUTHER,
WARREN R. PERCE.

.
£



