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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOE V. MEIGS, OF' LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN STOCKS FOR FIRE-ARMS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 160,935, dated March 16, 1875 ; application filed
May 16, 1874.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoE V. MEIgs, of Low-
ell, in the county of Middlesex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Stocks for Magazine
and other Fire-Arms, of which the following
is a specification :

The objects of my invention are to prevent
the hands of a person using a gun from being
burned when the stock or barrel is heated
from firing, to enable the user to grasp the
gun firmly, and to strengthen the stock and
prevent it from being injured by the heat from
the barrel. :

The improvements claimed are hereinafter

set forth, and are illustrated by the accom-
panying drawings, in which— .

Figure 1 is a lougitudinal vertical section
of a stock and barrel, with asbestus and cord
applied thereto; TFig. 2, a similar section,
showing a cord-wrapped stock ; Fig. 3, a simi-
lar section of the end of the stock and barrel,
showing a way of uniting these parts and at-
taching a sight; Fig. 4, a vertical transverse
section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 5, a simi-
lar section on the line y y of Fig. 2; Fig. 6, a
similar seection, showing the non-conducting
material as applied to the inside of the stock
or between the stock and barrel.

A barrel or barrels, B, is connected to a
stock, S, made of wood or other suitable ma-
terial, such as papier-maché or vulcanized rub-

ber. A wrapping of cord, C, covers the stock,

prevents the heating of the hands, and affords
a firm grasp. When a portion of the barrel
is exposed, as when the stock only partially
incloses it, this wrapping covers such exposed
part of the barrel for a suitable distance. The
stock, unwrapped and surrounding the bar-
rel, answers a good purpose in protecting the
hands from the heated barrel. The wrapping
strengthens the stock and prevents its crack-
ing from the heat of the barrel in those guns
capable of being fired with great rapidity,and
for such guns is preferable. A layer or coat-
ing of asbestus, A, or other non-conducting

material may be interposed between the stock
and its wrapping, the wrapping serving to re-
tain the asbestus in place and preveuting the
contact of the hand therewith. The stock may
be secured to the barrel by means of asight, &,
the open frame or body of which embraces the
barrel and stock and is retained in place by a
screw, L, and strengthening-piece M.

To prevent the stock itself from being
burned or injured by the heated barrel, it is
lined with asbestus A or other non-conducting
substance, (see Fig. 6,) the stock being cut
away or grooved or otherwise suitably adapted
to receive the asbestus, in which the barrel is
embedded.

Surrounding a portion of the barrel at or
near the receiver for the breech mechanism
with the wood or other material of which the
stock is composed answers quite well in those
guns not capable of a very great number of
shots in rapid succession. It is not necessary
that the stock or non-conducting material
shall cover the barrel completely, provided
that it covers it sufficiently to protect the
hands in using the gun.

I claim as my invention—

1. A gun-stock or imperfect conductor sur-
rounding a gun-barrel, to prevent burning the

‘hands when the barrel is heated, substantially

as set forth. . : .
2. The method herein described of protect-
ing a gun-stock from being injured by heat

"from the barrel, by means of non-conducting

material interposed between the stock and
barrel, substantially as set forth. .

3. The combination of a barrel, a stock sur-
rounding the barrel, and non-conducting ma-
terial interposed between the stock and the
barrel, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereot I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name.

JOE V. MEIGS.

Witnesses:
JOoE I. PEYTON,
E. C. DAVIDSON.




