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To all whom it may concern:

Be. it known that I, GIpEoN W, COTTING-
HAM, of Rockport, in the county of Aransas
and State of Texas, have invented cerfain
new and useful Improvements in Ironing-Ma-
chines; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, that will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

This invention relates to ironing-machines,
having for its objeet to furnish a machine
which shall be simple in constraction, conven-
ient and efficient in operation, and durable in
use; and it consists in the construction and
novel arrangewent of the horizontally-moving
iron and horizontally-reciprocating table; in
the devices whereby one person can operate
the table aud govern the iron; in the construc-
tion of the reciprocating table,with the devices
for operating the same; and in the devices
which govern the iron, as hereinafter more
fully deseribed.

In the annexed drawing, Figure 1 is a lon-
gitudinal vertical section of amachine embody-
ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a transverse ver-
tical section of the same through the line ¥ v,
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the iron.

A represents the frame supporting the ma-
chine, having two uprights, A’ A’, at the rear
part thereof, and provided with cross-bars B
B’. O represents two guides, secured to the
frame A, and provided with friction-rollers
@. These rollers support the table, and allow
the same to be easily moved back and forth,
while the gnides serve to keep the table in
proper position. The table D consists of the
base b, the frout and rear vertical parts b’ v,
and the elevated part or board E, the latter
being the ironing-surface, which is padded in
the nsual manner. Frepresentsaroller, placed
transversely beneath the table, and suitably
journaled in the frame. H represents cords
passing once around the roller F, the ends be-
ing fastened to each end of the table. At the
rear of the machine the end of the roller is

provided with a crank, G, and also a pulley,
I, which connects with the pulley or band-
wheel K by the band or belt J. The wheel K
is upon a shatt which passes through the cross-
bar B/, the end of said shaft being formed into
a crank, L, extending out toward the front of
the machine. M represeuts a treadle, secured
to the rock-shaft N, which has bearings in the
frame. Near the front end of the treadle the
cord O is secured, said cord passing over pul-
ley ¢, under pulley d, and over pulley e, and
secured to the lever P, which is attached to
the rock-shaft R, having bearings in the up-
rights A/ A’. S represents a curved arm,
which is attached to the rock-shaft R, and ex-
tending outward to the front of the machine,
and provided with a handle, 2. The said arm
S has braces ff extending from the arm to the
rock-shaft R. T represents the iron, being
open at the rear, and provided with chimney
i and handlej. This ivon is provided with a
pan, U, having an opening, k% in the rear,
and a lip, %, near the front part, for conven-
ience in moving the same from the iron when
hot. The iron is suspended over the table D,
being connected to the arm 8.

Inoperating theinvention, one person stands
at the rear at the crank (G, which, through
the mediam of the roller F and cords H, moves
the table back and forth, as desired, and an-
other person stands at the front for operating
the treadle and iron; or one person may oper-
ate the machine-from the front by the crank
L, which connects with the roller F through
the medinm of the wheel X, band J, and pul-
ley I. The iron, when full size, weighs sixty
pounds, and will always, when left free, have
that amount of pressure upon the table. If

less pressure is required, the operator places -

one foot upon the treadle, which is conunected
to the iron, and presses down, by which means
the pressure of the iron is regulated to any
degree less than the weight of the ivon. If a
greater pressure be required, it is only neces-
sary to press down upon the handle &.

The vertical parts & & of the table are for
the purpose of keeping the garments being
ironed from falling over the table, and coming
in contact with the other parts of the machine.
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Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The vertically-moving iron, in combina-
tion with a horizontally-reciprocating table,
and mechanism to operate both the iron and
table, as and for the purpose herein specified.

2. Inanironing-machine, the vertically-mov-
ing iron and horizontally-reciprocating table,
and the crank L, arranged on the front, where-
by one person can operate the table and gov-
ern the iron, substantially as and for the pur-
pose described.

3. The table D, having base b, vertical parts
b b, and elevated portion E, substantially as
and for the purposes herein set forth.

4. The horizontally-reciprocating table D,
in combination with the rollers a, rollers F,
and cords H H, substantially as and for the
purposes herein set forth. :

5. The table D, having base b, vertical parts
¥ b, and elevated portion E, in combination
with the guides G C and rollers a a, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

6. The curved arm S, having handle % and
braces ff, in combination with the pivoted
iron T, rock - shatt R, and uprights B B, all
constructed and arranged for operation, as
and for the purpose specified.

7. In combination with the iron T, the arm
8, rock-shaft R, lever P, cord O, and treadle
M, all coustructed for operation as and for the
purpose specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 16th day of
August, 1875.

GIDEON W. COTTINGHAM.

Witnesses:

H. A. HALL,
‘WM. B. UPPERMAN.
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