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To all whom it may concern:

and H. L. TArRBOX, of New York city, State
of New York, did invent certain new and
useful Improvements in Steucil-Plates, for
which Letters Patent No. 87,727 were issued
upon the 9th day of March, 1869, which Let-
ters Patent bave been found defective, in
that the specification and claims do not cover
and embrace all of the original invention, as
set forth in the application filed in the Patent
Office on the 26th day of January, 1869.

Now, therefore, being desirous of reissuing
said Letters Patent, herewith surrendered, I
have prepared, and do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the said invention, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings making a part
of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of two of
said plates during the operation of connecting
their edges together, and Fig. 2 is a plan view
of the same after connection.

Letters of like name and kind refer to like
parts in each of the figures.

The design of this invention is to enable a
stencil-plate, for printing any desired word
or words, to be easily and quickly formed
from separate plates, which contain each a
single letter or character, without the use of
frames, or other equivalent devices, for hold-
ing the latter whem combined; and to this
end it consists, principally, in stencil-letters
capable of being connected or disconnected

“at their edges, so as to form a continuous
stencil-plate, substantially as and for the pur-
pose hereinafter specified. Lt counsists, further,
in stencil-plates capable of being connected
at their edges, substantially as and for the
purpose hereinafter shown.
ther, in stencil plates or letters so constructed
that, when combined, their contiguous edges
shall overlap, substantially as and for the
purpose hereinafter set forth. It counsists,
finally, in the especial means employed for
connecting together the contiguous edges of
the stencil plates or letters, substantially as
and for the purpose hereinafter shown and
described. o

In the annexed drawings, A and A repre-

“

It consists, fur-.
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bly, a rectangular form in -plan- view,- and
each contains within its central portion a let-
ter or character for use in the ordinary man-.
ner. .One edge, a, of each plate A is raised,
80 as to form a rabbet, which receives.and.con-.:
tains- thé contiguous edge of the adjacent.
plate, and prévents ink from passing between .
the same when in use. To each end of each
plate A is attached a bent spring-catch, B,

which projects beyond one edge of said plate,

and may be caused to engage with a housing,
C, that is secured to or upon the contignous
edge of another plate, A, and is so constructed
interiorly as to enable it to receive and con-
tain said spring. The opening within each
housing for the reception of its spring has,
laterally, such dimensions as to enable the
latter to enter freely; but, vertically, said
opening has less height than said spring when
the latter is fully entered, and, consequently,
compresses the same in such direction. Within
the upper side of the spring-opening of each
housing is provided a notch, c. - The econtiguous
portion of the upper leaf of the spring B is
cut away upon each side, so as to form a neck,

‘b, that corresponds to said notch, and fits into

the same at the instant when said spring has
passed inward to its farthest limit, by which
means the shoulders at the outer side of said
neck are caused to engage with the inner side
of said housing upon each side of said notch,’
and prevent the separation of said parts. To
connect the plates thus constructed the spring-
catches of one are caused to enter the hous-
ings of another plate, and are then pressed
inward until they engage therewith. To dis-
connect said plates the upper arm of each
spring is pressed downward until released
from engagement with their housings, when
they may be easily withdrawn. If desired,
for the purpose of forming curved lines of the
plates, each spring B may be provided with
two or more necks, b, so as to enable the
plates to be locked together with their edges
separated more or less at either end, while in
contact at their opposite ends.

By means of the construction shown, or
other equivalent construction of the engaging
edges of the letter-plates, a stencil-plate of
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any required length may be formed, which will
possess all the requisites of a-plate formed of
ohe piéce of métal, and may be used withont
inelosing-frames, or any similar means usually
employed for the purpose of holding in rela-
tive position detached letters. When it is
desired to connect together two or more sten-
cil-plates, a loop, D, is provided upon each end

of each letter-plate A, and said stencil-plates-

then placed with their edges in contact, after
which a rod is passed through said loop, and
through the loops of the adjacent letter-plates,
and binds said parts firmly together.

While the devices described are, preferably,
employed for connecting together the letter
and stencil plates, other arrangement of en-
gaging mechanism may be used without de-
parture from the spirit of this invention.

-Having thus fully set forth the nature and

merits of .this invention, what is claimed as

new is— . ; o

1. Stencil-létters constructed and adapted
to be connected or disconnected at their
edges, so as to form a continuous stencil-plate,
substantially as and for the. purpose specified.

2. Stencil-plates constructed and adapted.
to be connected at their edges, substantially
as and for the purpose shown. : :

3. Stencil plates or letters, as above de-
scribed and claimed, capable of being com-
bined, and having their contiguous edges con-
structed so as to overlap, substantially as and. .
for the purpose set forth. ,

4. In combination with the letter-plates A
and A, the spring-catches B b and the hous-
ings C ¢, substantially as and for the purpose
shown and described. '

5. In combination with the plates A and A,
the loops D and D, secured upon and extend-
ing outward from their edges, substantially
as and for the purpose specified. '

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 15th day of October, 1875, .

JOHN T. ANDREWS 2p.
‘Witnesses: ‘

A. ANDREWS,
M. McEvoy.




