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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, A. P. SmirH, of Ster-
ling, in the county of Whitesides and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in the Manufacture of Sheep-Skin
and other Leather Mittens; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains fomake
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1is a front view of a mitten embody-
ing my said invention. Fig. 2isa plan view.
of the blank forming the palm of the mitten,
showing the manner of cutting the thumb-
space. Fig. 3 is a plan of the back. Fig. 4
is a plan of the facing. Fig.5isa plan view
of the blank forming the back of the thumb;
and Fig. 6 is a cross - section of the mitten,
taken on the line z @, drawn across Fig. 1,
showing the manner of securing the facing to
the palm.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts in the several figures of the drawing.

The object of my invention is to so unite
the facing to the palm of the mitten as to
prevent exposure of the stitches counecting
the same, and to obviate the necessity ot
forming a seam around the entire portion of
the thumb_at its junetion with the body of the
mitten. To that end it consists, first, in cut-
ting the material forming the palm and back
of the mitten, and the facing for the palmn, in
separate sections, and then sewing up the
palm with the facing and back as the latter
are stitched together; secondly, in cutting
the thumb-space so that the portion partially
removed from said space shall form the whole
of the inside or palm of the thumb, without
being cut so as to detach it from the body
portion of the mitten, whereby the seam is
only extended in part around the back of the
thumb, and no seam is exposed to wear on the
inside of the thumb.

In the present case I have shown the mitten
to be made of sheep-skin tanned with the wool
on, and the palm of the hand faced with calf-
skin; but I do not confine myself exclusively
to this class of material, as it is obvious that

other material may be used.

In the drawing, A represents the blank or
section forming the palm or inside of the mit-
ten, and A’ the back, both of which are cat of
one general shape, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3,
and of the proper size and dimensions to fit
the hand on which it is to be worn, when the
sections are stitched together. B is the fac-
ing, which is cut of the same general size and
shape as that of section A. The parts or sec-
tions A B are each provided with an opening,
C, cut through the same, forming the thumb-
space. This opening is cut in the form shown,
and only a portion of the way around, leav-
ing the part D, taken from said opening, at-
tached to the part from which it was cut at
the junction of the thumb with the body of the
mitten, and of sufficient length to enable the
part I to form the whole of the inside of the
thumD. I represents the section forming the
back of the thumb, which is made of the same
material used in forming the body portion
of the mitten, and is cut in proper shape to
fit around the opening C and against the edges
of part D.

In attaching the several parts together to
complete the mitten, the sections A A’ are laid
one upon the other, with the facing B between
them. The whole are titen firmly stitched to-
gether in a suitable manner, and the part E
stitched to the edges of the part D, and around
the edges of the remaining portion of the open-
ing or thumb -space C. The mitten is then
turned right side out, when it is complete and
ready to be worn.

In order that my present invention may be
more clearly understood, I will briefly describe
the ordinary mode of manufacturing mittens,
the several parts comprising the same being
shown, respectively, in Figs. 7, 8, and 9, and
lettered H, L, J, and K.

H is the hand portion, cut in one piece, to
form both the palm and back of the mitten,
with an opening, L, forming the thumb-space
cut through the front or palm portion M, in
the proper place to admit the thumb., I rep-
resents the portion forming the thumb, and J
K, respectively, the facing for the thumb and
the front or palm of the hand.

In attaching the several parts together, the
thumb and hand-facing J Kare at first stitched
together around the thumb-space L/ of the
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band-facing. The part I is then stitched to-
gether, forming the covering for the thumb,
when the same is scwed to the edges of the
thumb - space 1. of the mitten proper, the
seam extending around the entire periphery
of the opening. The back and palm are then
folded on the line e ¢ and stitched together,
and the facing hemmed to the palin of the
hand and thumb, completing the mitten.
With this last-described construetion, it will
be seen that the stitches connecting the facing
to the body of the mitten are exposed, and
that the seam at the junection of the thumb
with the hand portion of the mitten extends
entirely around the thumb, which is not the
case with my invention, and the consequent
advantages of which are several. First, the
stitches are not subjected to exposure—conse-
quently are less liable to be worn, and the
seams remain intact mueh longer than when
exposed, Secondly, by so cutting the thumb-
space as to not detach the part taken there-
from at the junction of the thumb with the
body of the mitten, it obviates the necessity
of extending the seam entirely around the
thumb, and by making the part long enough
to reach to the end of the thunb, no seam
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whatever will be exposed on the inside of the
thumb, where the wear is greatest, consequent-
ly making a more durable and perfectly-fit-
ting mitten.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. A mitten, the back, paln, and facing of
the hand being formed in three parts, and
stitched together by a single seam, to prevent
exposure of the stitches, as specified.

2. A mitten having the inside of the thumb
wholly formed from the material taken from
the thumb-space, without being detached in
the cutting at its junction with the hand por-
tion of the mitten, whereby no seam is exposed
to strain or wear on the inside of the thumb,
as specitied.

3. A mitten having the thumb formed, in
part, ot the material taken from the thumb-
space, without being wholly detached in the
cutting, all the parts being united with each
other and with the facing by a single seam,
saubstantially as described.
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