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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN B. SmIrH, of
Waterbury, in the (,ounty of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented an Im-
provement in Combmed Hat - Holder and
Check, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

Clamps for grasping various articles have
been made of two jaws, and a lever or slide for
forcing such jaws together. Clamps of this
kind have been used for holding clothes, and
for tools and watch-work.

My device is made especially for grasping
and bolding the brim of a hat, whereby the

same can be suspended; and I apply to the |

same a removable check so that the article
can be identified, the sald clamp and check
having corresponding letters or numbers.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the said clamp and check. Fig. 2 is
side elevation of the clamp, and Fig. 3 is a
detached view of the check.

The clawp is made of a strip of sheet metal,
bent in the middle at a to form a loop for the

ring E, and the side pieces A A are bent to-

ward each other, and terminate as jaws b b.

The ring B is adapted to slide upon the
clamp A, and when woved toward the ring B
the juws open, in consequence of the spring of
the sheet metal; and when the ring B is moved
toward the jaws b said jaws are closed, to
clamp the article placed between them.

The removable check C may be made with
a mortise or opening through it, so as to.be
passed upon the jaws and held by their ex-

This check is to have a mark or
In the

pansion.
number corresponding to the clamp.
drawing the number 5 is shown.

When the clamp is to be used upon a hat
the check C is disconnected, and the hat’
grasped at the brim or otherwise between the
jaws, and the owner of the hat receives the
check, so as to indicate his own hat.

Thlb device is especially useful at places of
amusement, hotels, &c.

The check for econvenience, may be slipped
upon the endb of the clasp, as seen in Fig. 1,
when the -clamp is not in use. _

I am aware that a clamp has been made of
a folded piece of metal, having buttons with
teeth attached to the inmer portions of the
ends, to form a suspender-fastening.

In my holder the ends of the strip of metal
are turned up to form the clamping jaws, and
to dispense with the said buttons.

I claim as my invention—

1. The clasp made of a strip of metal, tolded
to form the loop a, and the ends bent toward
each other to form the Jde b, in combination
with the suspeunding-ring E aud sliding ring
B, substantially as set forth.

s The removable check C, in combination
with the clasp A b, and slldmg ring B, sub-
stantially as speclﬁcd

Signed by me this 20th day of October, 1875.

. JOHN E, SMITH
Witnesses:
G. S. WILLIAMS,
A. F. ABBOTT,




