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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, ALBERT D. RICHARDS,
of Somerville, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented an Im-
provement in Medicated Plasters; and I here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exaet description of the same.

This invention relates to an improvement
in medicated plasters, to be used to relieve
pain, in which belladonna is the active reme-
dial agent employed.

These plasters, as heretofore prepared, have
usually been made by simply incorporating
the belladonna with the material used to give
adhesiveness—Burgundy pitch and resin plas-
ter being well recognized and the usunal ma-
terials employed for this purpose. The de-
fects of such plasters are various. The com-
pound dries up quickly and becomes stiff,
when it is liable to crack off; the plaster can-
not readily be applied without artificial heat;
and, again, hot weather or the heat of the
body will cause thé compound to “run”, so
that the plaster  will “travel” and become
easily displaced. In order to remedy these
defects in medicated belladonna plasters, I
propose to incorporate rubber in the base or
-vehicle used to carry the belladonna. As the
plasters have been made hitherto, it has been
impossible to effect an even distribution of the
belladonna through the base, but the addi-
tion of the rubber facilitates the admixture of
the belladonna, and renders it possible to dis-
tribute it evenly throughout the mass. The
presence of the rubber also causes the plaster
to remain elastic and pliable and always ready
for use, without the application of artificial
heat, and, when once applied to the body, it
will not only adhere firmly, but can be re-
moved without leaving any of the compound
adbering to the skin. .

To enable others skilled in the art to under-
stand and use my invention, I will proceed to

describe what I consider the best mode of
carrying it out.

I take two and a half ounces of Burgundy
pitch, and after melting it in a suitable vessel
add thereto three and a half ounces of extract
of belladonna, and stir until they are thor-
oughly mixed and incorporated together. -As--
soon as this compound has become cold and
bhard it is broken up into small pieces and
mixed with eight ounces of pure rubber, cut
up into pieces of suitable size. The whole is
then ground in a cold state until it is reduced
to a pulpy mass, in which condition it is
spread onto cloth to form plasters, by means
of rollers, in a well-known manner. The sheet
thus forméd can be rolled up and carried about,
and plasters of any convenient size be cut
therefrom, the nature of the compound being
suach that its virtue will be retained for a long
time without any material deterioration.

It should be understood that the rabber

‘could not well be used alone as a vebhicle for

the remedial agent, since it would not be suf-
ficiently adhesive, herce the necessity of com-
bining it with a material which will cause the
plaster to adhere firmly. The proportions of
all the above-named ingredients may be some- .
what varied according to circumstances, with-
out departing from the spirit of my invention.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A medicated plaster, composed of bella-
donna, piteh, and rubber, substantially as set
forth. :

2. A Delladonna plaster in which rabber is
used as an ingredient in the base or vehicle,
to give elasticity and pliability, substantially
as set forth.

- ALBERT D. RICHARDS.

Witnesses:
JAMES PIERCE,
WiLLiam 8. CHILD.




