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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH R. PERRY, OF WILKESBARRE, PENNSYLVANIA.

'IMPROVEMENT IN WOODEN HOUSES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 154,188, dated Angust 18, 1874; reissue No. 6,995, dated
March 14, 1876 ; application filed January 26, 1876.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosErH R. PERRY, of
Wilkesbarre, in the county of Luzerne and
State of Peunsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Wooden
Houses; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is 4 full, clear, and exact description
thereof, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use the
siatne, reference being had to the drawings,
and to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
the construction of wooden houses; and has
for its object to construct a strong and sub-
stantial solid wooden wall, wherein the use of
studding, posts, and other upright supports
is dispensed with, and which will possess all
the requisites of economy, ease in construc-
" t{ion, and protection against the weather.

1t consists in a series of horizontal timbers
which are dressed and joined together in any
suitable manner, and having their inner faces
perpendicular and flush with each other, form-
- ing a smooth continuous inner surtace.

Figure 1 is a vertical cross-section of a wall
constructed according to my invention. Figs.
» and 3 showx ditferent modes of constructing
the timbers -with grooves or. tongues and

grooves, and Tig. 4 is a top view of sides,
ends, and a tier of joists. ‘

Tu the constraction of the walls of the house
made aceording to’ my invention, the bottom
timber a is made larger than the othcr tim-
bers, in order to furnish a substantial base on
which to rest the wall, sleepers, and upright

boards used to protect the corners. The longi-

tudinal timbers &, which compose the walls,
are made rectangular, except that the outer
faces may be dressed to any desired -form for
ornamentation, or for protection against rain
or storm. They are square or oblong in cross-
section. - The upper and under faces are so
dressed that when two timbers. are laid to-
gether a close joint is formed, They are of
uniform size and have their inner faces neatly
dressed, so that when the wall is_ completed
there is presented to the room within a smooth

continuous surface, which may be painted or
papered. .

Tigs. 2 and 3 show different methods of con-
structing the timbers k, with tongues and
grooves | I, for wniting them together, When
fimbers having two grooves, I I’, as shown in
Fig. 2, are employed, 1 place within said
grooves a tongue-strip, m. :

The timber ¢, placed at the beight desired
for the ceiling, is made wider and projects
inwardly sufficiently to furnish a rest or sup-
port for the joists.
~ In the construction of houses of two or more
stories the ends of the joists are let into the
wall-timbers, as shown by dotted lines h ¢,
which gives strength to the structure.

It will be seen that in a house constructed
dccording to my  invention the use of all
framing,lathing and plastering, or inside lin-
ing is dispensed with, and that a firm, sub-
stantial, self-sustaining wall is produced, and
that sach a st ucture is admirably adapted
for all purposes where cheap houses are re-
quired.

It will be further seen that a building con-
strocted according to my invention wmay be

partitioned into any number of compartments

desired, the partition or partitions employed
being coustructed of the horizontal timbers k,
and in the same manner as the outer walls,
and connected with the latter and with each
other by ordinary means.

Having described my invention, what T
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— )

In the coustruction of wooden houses, a
self-sustaining wall composed of the Lorizon-
tal timbers &, provided  with tongues and
grooves [ I, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. :

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own invention Ihereto affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH R. PERRY.

Witnesses : ' '
JaMES GREENWOOD, JR.,
S. F. AUSTIN, '



