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To all whom it may concern:

-~ Be it known that GARDINER HALL, Jr., of
South Willington, in the county of Tolland
and State of Connecticut, and GEORGE W,
AVERELL, of the city, county, and State of
New York, did invent a new and useful Im-
provement in Spools for Thread, &e.; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, refer-
ence.being had to the accompanying drawing,
forming part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a spool, and Tig.
2 an end view, showing the label printed upon
the end of the same, directly upon the wood.

The invention consists in a new article of
manufacture produced by printing the labels
of spool cotton, thread, or silk upon the end
of the spool, directly upon the wood, for the
purpose hereinafter described. »

In the drawing, S represents a wooden
spool, perforated axially, and of the kind upon
which cotton, thread, or silk is ordinarily
wound, with the exception that, instead of
having circular paper labels pasted upon
the ends over the central perforation, its ends
are open, and the label is printed directly
upoun the fiber of the wood. By printing
upon the cross-cut end surface of the wood,
the ink sinks into and permeates the longitud-
inal pores for a considerable depth, thus
rendering the label practically ineffaceable,
except by cutting away the fiber, which would
render the spool useless. One advantage,
then, in thus printing the labels is to render
the use of one label for any other spool impos-
sible.

It is a common practice with unscrupulous
tradesmen to remove the paper labels from
high-priced thread or silk spools and affix
them to an article of inferior grade and less
market-valae, or to have fac-similes of labels
of high priced thread or silk struck off and
-pasted upon the ends of spools of inferior
grade, the labels of the latter being removed,
As the improved labels upon spools of inferior
thread or silk could not be removed, the past-
ting of labels over the ineffaceable print would
beé a clear swindle, and expose the perpetrator
to easy detection, certain convietion, and

quick punishment. Hence the invention is
practically almost a perfeet protection to the
publie from imposition.

Another advantage is the economy of pro-
ducing the label. With the expense of
printing paper labels, machines for cutting
them out, gummiug the same, and pasting
them upon -the spools, as. compared with the
expeuse of the improved mode of affixing the
label, practical tests demonstrate a saving of
just eighty per cent. in favor of the latter, as
the -only expense with the improved method
is the simple operation of the printing.

A still further and important advantage is
as follows: All spools which are in common
use are perforated, in order to facilitate the
manufacture of the spools, the winding of the
thread, and the subsequent use of the same
upon the sewing-machine spool-stem. When
paper labels are employed, they are pasted
upon the open ends of the perforation, and
when the spool is placed upon the sewing-
machine spool-stem the latter bursts, and
forces inwardly the paper, which inturned
edges of the paper bind the spool with frie-

‘tional contact to the stem, which interferes

seriously with the uniformity of the tension,
and causes the machine to be irregular and
defective in its operation. It will be seen that
the printing of the label directly upon the
wood leaves the perforation open and unob-
structed at both ends, and entirely obviates
the foregoing difficulty. .

Having thus described the said invention
of Hall and Averell, I claim as new, and de-
gire to secure by Letters Patent—.

As an improved article of manufacture, an
axially-perforated wooden spool, having- the
label printed upon the end thereof around
the axial perforation, directly upon the fiber
of the wood, whereby the axial perforation is
left open at both ends, and the spool is free
to revolve upon the spool-holder, exempt from
the objection of the inturned edges of a paper
label, substantially as described.
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