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IMPROVEMENT IN. TRUNKS:

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 168,317, dated December 29, 1874 ; reissue No. 7,081, dated
April 25, 1876; application filed March 15, 1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ANTHONY ROMADEA,
of the city of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Cowmbined Self-Supporting
Corner-Clamp Hinges for Trunks; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which similar letters indicate like
parts, and in which— :

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my self-
supporting corner-clamp hinge applied to a
trank, showing its operation when the top or
lid is thrown back. Fig. 2 is a side view of
the same, showing its position when the lid is
closed ; and Fig. 3 is a rear view of the parts
of the hinge detached and separate.

The object of my invention is to produce a
self-supporting hinge and corner-clamp com-
pined for trunks, that shall consist of only
- two parts, so constructed that, when applied,
they will serve as protecting and strengthen-
ing clamps for the corners of the trank, self-
supporting hinges for its lid when thrown
open and back, the swells or strengthened
parts of the same coming in contaet and re-
ceiving the strain, and will also serve to pre-
vent any lateral motion of the lid when closed.

The invention consists of an upper, corner-
clamp, provided with a strengthening-bulb
and a re-entering pin, all cast in one picce,
and of a lower corner-clamp, provided with a
similar strengthening-bulb and a socketed
bulb for receiving the pin of the upper clamp,
and also with a supporting-flange on its rear
side, and a lip on the end for entering the in-
side of the upper clamp when the lid is closed,
all in like manner cast in one piece.

In the drawings, A and B represent the lid
or cover and body of a trunk, respectively,
and C and D the combined self-supporting
hinge and corner-clamps. The upper clamp

and leaf C of the hinge is cast in the form of"

a corner, with a strengthening-bulb, T, as
shown in all the figures, and with a re-enter-
ing pin, a, as shown in Fig. 3. The lower
clamp and leaf D of the hinge is cast in like

form with a strengthening-bulb, G, a support-
ing-flange, B, extending along its rear side, a
socketed bulb, ¢, for receiving the re-entering
pin @ on the same side, and a lip, b, on the
end, for entering the inside of the upper cor-
ner-clamp,-as shown in the figures..

When thus econstructed they are applied
and attached to a trunk, as shown in Figs. 1
and 2, the clamps embracing the coruers and
the pins entering the socketed bulbs to form
the hinges. :

The operation and advantages of these de-
vices thus constructed. and applied will be
readily seen and- understood.

When the lid of the trunk is thrown back
the bulb I of the upper clamp and leaf of the
hinge will rest upon the flange E and bear .
against the bulb G of the lower clamp and
leaf of the hinge, as clearly shown in Fig. 1,
and in such a manner as to bring the strain
at the ecorners when they are the strongest.

When the lid is closed the lip or flange b
on the lower clamps will enter within' the
sides of the upper elamps, as shown in Kig.
2, and thus prevent any lateral motion of the
parts.

It is obvious that the parts may be cast of
any size desired, and of any suitable mate-
rial, and that their inner surface may De cast
to conform to the outer surface of the trank,
as shown. .

I am aware that a combined corner-clamp
and hinge has been made self-supporting by
means of a spur or stop projecting from the
central part of the eye of the upper leaf of
the hinge, but without strengthening-bulbs
to receive and bear the strain by coming in
contact. This I do not claim; but,

Having thus described my invention, what
I do claim is—

1. A self-supporting corncr hinge and clamp

combined for truuks, cousisting of a clamp,

C, cast with' a strengthening-bulb and re-en-
tering pin a, and a clamp, D, cast with a sim-
ilar bulb, a supporting-flange, and socketed
bulb, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth. '

2. In a combined clamp-hinge for trunks,
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the re-entering pin @ and socketed bulb ¢ |, Thespecification of my said inventicn signed
when cast with ‘the parts of -the same; as and-| iand witnessed, at-Milwaukee; this 26th day of

for the purpose set-forth. : WJanuary; A+ D. 1876, ‘
. 3. In aself-supporting combined clamp and : " ANTHONY ROMADKA.
- . hinge for trunks, the longitudinal supporting- Witnesses:

flange B, east with and upon the rear side of D. C. MiLLETT,
the lower clamp and hinge, as set forth, - i CHAs.'E. LAVERTY:




