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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL DARLING, for-
merly of Bangor, Maine, but now of the city
of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island,
have made certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Inkstands; and I do liereby declare
the same to be fully described in the following
specification and illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawing, in which—

Figare 1 is a top. view; Fig. 2, a side eleva-
tion, showing the cover as raised; and Fig. 3,
a longitudinal section of an inkstand con-
structed in accordance with my invention, this
" latter seetion being taken through the dip-
" ping-cup and its vent-hole. TFig. 4 is an un-

der-side view of the fountain or upper portion .

of the inkstand. Fig. 5 is a top view of the
lower portion of said stand; and Rig. 6 is a
longitudinal section taken when the ink islow,
and the ink-fountain has been turned around
about one hundred and eighty degrees from
the position shown in Fig. 3,

The nature of my improvement consisés,
first, in an inkstand bhaving a reservoir ar-
ranged so as to be capable of being rotated
upon its bed or stand, and bhaving a pen-dip-
ping cup on one side of its center of rotation,
when the ink is caused to be ‘at the proper
height in the dipping-eup by revolving the res-

ervoir; ‘and, second, in an inkstand baving a’

dipping-cup the lower part of which is smaller
than the breéadth of a pen, and having, also,
an ink-containing cavity or recess in the bot-
tom of the reservoir, located under the dip-
ping-cup, all as hereinafter more fully. set
~forth; third, in an inkstand having a dipping-

cup the lower part of which extends down.

into the ink, and is smaller than the breadth

of a pen, and having, also, an opening for the.

passage of air to or from the reservoir.
In carrying out my invention, I construct
‘the body portion of my inkstand in two parts,

- as follows:

In the drawing, A denotes the upper, and
B the lower, portion of the inkstand, each por-
tion being of a frusto-conical or other proper
shape, the plane of the bottom of part A.and
the plaue of the top of part B being, when the
parts are in place for use, equally inclined to
the horizon. For the purpose of hiding the
Joint between the said parts, a rim or bead, s,

"may be formed around either of the said up-

per or lower portions. The part A is made
hollow, or is chambered, so as to coustituse a
fountain or reservoir, C, for the ink, such foun-
tain increasing in depth from its front to its
rear part, as seen in Fig. 3, and being provided
with a bottomless pen-passage or dipping-cup,
@, leading upward from the same.. This dip-

- ping-eup tapers downward, and is immersed

in the ink, as shown; and the opening at its
lower part is made less in diameter than a pen,
so that while the tip or nib of the pen may

‘project below it, yet the thicker part of the

pen will ‘positively arrest or limit its down-
ward movement, C

It is obvious that this opening may be made
in various shapes without affecting the inven-
tion. A cavity or recess, ¢, is made in a nip-

ple or projection, b, which extends downward -

from the lower face of the part A, as shown
in Figs. 3 and 4. This cavity or chamber is
located directly underneath the dipping-cup,
which is of a hollow frusto-conical shape,
aud projects downward from' the top of the
reservoir, into which it opeus, as seen.

The object of making this chamber .¢ di-
rectly below the pen or dipping cup «, in con-
nection with the small diameter given to the
opening af the bottom of such cup, is that the
pen may descend to the lowest ink in the res-
ervoir without injury to its point, or coming
in contact with the sediment that may be de-
posited or thrown down from the ink. D is
another cylindrical projection or pin, project-
ing axially downward from the lower face of
the fountain or upper portion A, and entering
a hole or socket, O, formed through the part
B, as seen in Tig..5. The said pin serves to
connect the two portions A and B,.and at the
same time to allow either of the said parts to
be freely rotated. In the upper surface of
the said part B an annular groove or channel
is formed, such being for the reception of the
projection b, containing the sediment-chamber
¢, hereinbefore mentioned, and for allowing
such projection to be moved thronghout such
groove during an entire revolution of the part
A on the part B. e is a vent-hole, wlrich
opens out of the upper part of the dipping-
cup, and communicates with the interior of
the ink-fountain.
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"The. ohject of ‘this vent-hole is-threefold:
first, to-allow the air to escape-froni.the: foun-
tain while it is being filled with ink; second,
to supply air to the reservoir to take the place
of the ink as it is nsed ; and, third, to prevent
any expansion of the alr in the fountam which
would cause an overflow of ‘ink.

For the purpose of preventing as far as pos-
sibleany evaporation of the inl contained: with-
in the fountain, and to preelude the admission
of dust or other foreign matter into the dip-

- ping or pen cup, I provide such cup with a

self-adjusting and self-closing valve or cover,
G, which I suspend from the central part of a
curved wire or bail, H, the two extremities of
such bail being Jomted or pivoted to opposite
sides of the part A, as.shown in Fig. 1.

This valve or cover shoiild be so hinged or
jointed to the bail that whenever the hand
.of a person, after having effected the eleva-
tion of the bail, so- as to raise the cover off
the mouth of th»e inkstand, may bave been
withdrawn from the arm I of the bail, the
gravitating power of ‘the bail and its arm
and the cover shall cause thein to descend,
and the cover to close the said mouth. The
lever or arm I is slotted or fastened to the

bail H near its central part, and extends up-.

ward therefrom, as seen in Fig. 1. This arm
or lever should be of such form and soar-
ranged that it may be eonveniently and read-
ily met by tlie'hand of a person while in the
act of being moved toward the inkstand for
. the purpose of inserting a pen theréin, the
pressure of the hand against the-arm serving,
under such circumstances, to raise the bail
aud its cover, so as.to open the mouth of the
“inkstand for the introduction of the pén there-
in. During ‘the act of withdrawing the pen

and hand from the inkstand the bail. and

cover will descend, so as to-carry-the cover
on and cause it to close the mouth.

“"When' the inkstand is to'be charged With
ink, the fountain or part A isto be turned
until the top surface thereof shall standin a
liorizontal plane. The. ink -is next to be
poured into the fountain until it shall become
full enough, 'which will be indicated by its
standing at'the desired height in the dipping-
cup. This having been done, all thatis requi-
site to maintain the ink at the required level
in the dipping-cup, as its quantity diminishes,
is to simply turn the .part A from time ‘to
time uponits fellow, B, as clrcumstauces way
require.

‘From the above it will be seen that my im:
proved inkstand -is not- only’ sunple in con-
struction and capable of Leing readily charged
with ink, but -such ink c¢an easily -be main-
tained at thc desired heightin the -dipping-enp,
~ notwithstanding the quantity in the réservoir
may be steadjly diminishing, thus insuring
that' the pen shall always take up a proper
supply, but never an oversupply, while at
the same time the ink in the reservmr is- mos’c

effectually protected from dust or other for-
eign matters,

T do not claim an inkstand made with its
ink-holder and its base applied together with
inclined surfaces and a pivot at the junction;
nor do I claim the arrangement and combina-

‘tion of a bow:leéver with 'a cover hinged di-

rectly to the pen part, ring, or cap of an ink-

-stand, the same being as represented in the

United States Patent No. 13,515.

I do not claim an inkstand or ink-well hav-
ing a dipping-cup the lower part of which ex-
tends down into the ink when in use, a small
opening- above ‘the’ ink for the eirculation of
air, and an ink-cavity below the bottom of
the reservoir, when such an inkstand or sev-
eral of such are inclosed in a_shell or case,
and the main part of such well is open and
exposed to the air within the case or shell, as
my inveution does not relate to such an ar-
rangement,

. 'What I c¢laim as my improvement or in-
vention'is as follows:

1. An inkstand, baving an iik-reservoir
arranged to be rotated horizontally upon its

bed or stand, and having a dipping-cup on

one side of 1ts center of rotation, so that the
ink may be caused -to’ stand at the proper
height: in- the dipping-cup by revolving the
reservoir, substantially as described.

. 2."The "combination, in an inkstand, of an
ink-reservoir, a dipping eup or tube, the lower

-diameter or opening of which is Tess than.the
width-of an ordinary writing-pen, and an ink-

well or recess’in the bottom of the reservoir
under the dipping-cup, substantially as de-
seribed, and for the purpose herein set forth.

3. The combination, in an fikstand, of an
ink-reservoir, a (llppmg -cup,- the lower diam-
eter or opening of ‘which 1s less than' the

- width of "an ordinary writing-pen, through
“ which there is an open communication with
-the ‘interior of the reservoir, and also an

opening for- the -free passage of airto and

~from the ‘ink-reservoir, substantially as-and

for the purpose herein described.
4. The combination, in -an inkstand, of an
ink:reservoir, a dipping-cup, the Tower part

' of which extends: downward into the ink 'when

in use,-and tlirough the lower part of which
thieresis-an open communication with the ‘ink

in the reservoir; an ink cavity or well in and
below the bottom of the main reservoir under
the dipping-ctip, and an opening “above the

ink for the free passage of air to'or from the

-interior of the reservoir, said air-passage be-
‘ing’ constantly open when the inkstand is ‘in
-use, causing the ink in the resérvoir to-stand
- at-its natural level, substantially as. described,
s and for the purpese herein set forth.
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