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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JouN L. STEVENS, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Egg-Carriers; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
~ exact description thereof, which will enable

others skilled in the art to which my invén-

tion appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accom panying draw-:
m% in which—
igures 1 and 2 represent side elevations of
the sheets or cards employed in the construc-
tion of the trays. Fig. 3 represents a per-
spective view of one of the trays inverted.
Fig. 4 represents a side view of one of the trays
when folded, and Fig. 5 represents a dimin-
" ished sectlonal elevation of the trays When in
position for nse.
Like letters of reference indicate like pa.rts.
My invention relates to that-class of egg-

carriers containing a seriés of removable trays,

constructed of transverse and interlocked
cards or strips of pasteboard or straw-board,
forming a series of compartinents to recelve
the eggs and separate them from each other;
and the object of my invention is to provide

- a bottom to the several series of compartments
in each tray, and so attached thereto that

. when the eggs are removed the trays may be
folded without detaching the bottom. ~ To
that end my invention consists in making one
series of the cards or strips of straw-board,
forming the partitions between the compart-
ments, of sufficient width to admit of being
folded or turned to a horizontal position across
one or more of the series of compartments, as

. will be more fully understood from the tollow
ing description.’

In the drawing, A represents the egg-carrier:

" proper, consisting of a series of trays. Each
- of the trays counsists of ‘a series of longitudi-
pal strips or diaphragms, B, and of transverse
strips or diaphragms C, made of straw-board
or other suitable material. Each of the strips
B is provided on one edge, which I will des-
.ignate as the lower edge, with a series of slots,
a, cut therein, at a graduated distance one
from the other, and extending to the center of
the strip, and each of the simps C is provided
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' with a like series of slots, a/,"cut in its upper

edge, extending toward the center of the
sheet a distance equal. to one-half the width -
of sheet B. The arrangement of the slots in
the respective series of strips B C.is such as
to admit of said strips being locked together
when arranged at right angles, one to the
other, and thereby forming cells or compart-
ments E, each of proper size to freely admit
an egg. The strips C exceed the sheets B in
width by about the distance of from one slot,

a, to anotber, and are scored or cut partly

through on one side longitudinally, thereby
forming a part, C/, which is so connected to
the part C as to admit of being folded to a
borizontal position, the part C being equal in
width to the sheet B, and the part C’ being

“of a width equal to the distance between the

slots a/ a'. :

‘When the strips B-C are locked together
to forin the compartments, the part C’ of the
strip’ C is folded on the scored line d-to a
horizontal position, and to and against the
edge of the sheets B, thereby forming a top
or bottom, as desired, to the coinpartments in
each tray; and when forming the top of the
tray, it also answers as a bottom to the com-
partments in the next tray placed thereon.
The scoring of the strip C, as described, per-
mits of the part C/ being tolded without break-
ing or becoming detached from the part.C.

A series of trays, constructed as described,
may be arranged one above the other, in a
sunitable shipping-case, when the eggs will be
separated from each other laterally by the
diaphragms, and supported separately, one
above the other, by the bottom C’. = The trays,
when removed from the case, or packéd for
transportation separate]y from the case, may
be compactly folded in the position'shown in
Fig. 4 by turning the parts ¢/ back :in the
same plane with the part C. Instead of pro-
viding each strip or diaphragm C with the
part C/, each alternate strip C may be made
to fold in the manner described, each folded
part being made of double the usual width,
extending to or nearly to- the other. ¢ ¢ are

cuts in the ends of the parts ¢/ C/,and D is a
strip of straw-board or other suitable material,
one of which is woven through each set of cuts
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e e, when the parts ¢’ ate folded ; but neither |

~ the cuts ¢ e nor the strips D D are essential,

except for the purpose of retaining the parts*
¢! ¢! in. their folded position, in order that

the trays may be removed, together Wlth their
contents..

I do not mtend to limit myself to the fold-
ing part ¢’ when used in foldmg trays only,
as the same may be used in connection mth
trays. not caldilated to be’folded.

I am aware that folding compartments have :

Keretofore been employed, in connection with
detached. separating sheets or diaphragins
and a shipping-case, for the purpose herein
- get forth, and I do not here claim such ;- but,

Havi mg thus described my mventxon, what ‘

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— -

1. The removable tray A, formed of trans-
verse and longxtudmal strlps, the former pro-
vided with the part C’, adapted to fold across

one or more of the serles of compartments, - -

substantially as specified.
2. An egg-carrier provided with removable

. trays A, divided into compartments E, the

trays consisting of the series of strips B G,
having the slots a o/, whereby the strips are
locked together, the strips C: being provided
with the part C/, adapted to fold across one
or more of the serles of compartments, sub-
sta,ntnlly as speclﬂed
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