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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN STEPHENSON, of
New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Street-Cars ; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description thereof, that
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

Figure 1represeuts a side elevation of the
upper portion of a street-car to which my im-
proveweit has been applied; and Fig. 2, a
vertical transverse section of the same, as
taken through the line # z of Figs. 1 and 3,
looking toward the car-bDody. Fig. 3 repre-
sents a plan or top view of one end of the car,
the other half being broken off ; and Fig. 4,a
vertical longitudinal section of the canopy,
as taken in the line of the length of .the ecar,
and from which it is represented as being de-
tached.

This division of my invention relates to the
construction of the roofs of street-cars. In
these, as heretofore constructed, the end roof,
which covers and protects the platform, has
formed a continuation or extension of the
main roof. ' :

Experience has demonstrated, first, that
when the end roof or canopy is made as high
as the main roof it affords very imperfect
shelter from sun and storm; secondly, that
the continuation of the plane of the main roof
into the canopy prevents useful employment
of an opening into the car immediately under
the ridge of the roof, either for the purpose
of ventilation or for signal, and for both of
which it is essential. Besides these points
the long ridge-line of the continuous roof is
inelegant, and gives to the car a cumbersome
and top-heavy appearance. ,

My improvement remedies these objections;
and its nature consists in forming and ar-
ranging the canopy or covering for the plat-
form with its central or ridge part in a plane

below the plane of the ridge of the main
roof.

To enable others skilled in the art to make,
construct, and use my invention, I will now
proceed to describe its parts in detail, omit-
ting a particular description of those parts of
a street-car an acquaintance with which is un-
necessary to a full understanding of the pres-
ent improvement. _

Each letter of reference in the drawing in-
dicates the same partin the different figures.

A represents the upper portion of the car-
body; B B, its ends, and O the main roof of
the ear. This roof may be constructed in any
of the known ways or forms; buab it is pre-
ferred to make it with sufficient rise or arch in

“the middle to adwit of the nse of openings E

at each end of the car above the door—i. e.,
between the main roof and the sheltering-can-
opy or end roof D—in which case the length
of its ridge-line or arched portion F should be
shorfened, so as to terminate at or near the
end of the car-body.

The end roof, which forms the canopy D,
that covers or protects the driver’s or conduct-
or’s platform, is so' made and arranged that
its central part or ridge I shall lie in a plane
below the ridge-line H of the main roof C, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. Thus constructed, it
not only affords unobscured and unobstructed
space for the purposes of veutilation and sig-
nal through the openings B above it, but it
also provides ample protection to parties on

the platform from the sun and storm.

Having described my invention, I claim—

A street-car having the canopy or roof D,
which shelters the platform, made or arranged
in a plane lower than the plane of the ridge
of the main roof which covers the car-body,
substantially as set forth,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 29th day of
April, 1876.

JOHN STEPHENSON.

Witnesses:
STUART A, STEPHENSON,
WILLIAM J. WALKER.




