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To all whom it may concern: ,

Be it known that I, ZIMRI L. PRATT, of the.

city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Can-
dlesticks, of which the following is a specifi-
cation: :

The invention relates to that class of can-
dlesticks, which, while convenient and service-
able for household use when properly con-
structed, are especially adapted for use in rail-
way-cars, steamboats, and coaches, and in
which the candle is constantly forced upward
by means of a spring acting beneath the can-
dle-seat, so that the flame of the candle is al-
ways at the same height. »

The candlestick may be composed of three

distinct parts: first, the cap, which covers
the top of the candle, and is adjustable to the
holder; second, the candle-seat and spring;
third, the holder, in which the seat and spring
operate. :

The invention consists in, first, a seat, upon
which the base of the candle rests, which is
provided with an upturned rim, which sur-
rounds the base of the candle, for the pur-
pose of forming a receptacle for the melted
‘tallow, and keeping the base of the candle
directly over the spring; second, a recess so
coustructed in the cap that when the candle
is brought into position by adjusting the cap
to the holder, both walls of the recess shall
lie outside of the top of the candle; third,
the combination of the cap with the upturned
rim surrounding the candle-seat, to prevent
the melled tallow from passing down the in-
ner wall of the holder.

The invention is illustrated by the accompa-

- nying drawing, in which Figure 1 is a top
view of the candlestick, to show its form, and
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section of the
same.

A represents the cap. B represents the
holder containing the spring and candle-seat.

O represents the candle-seat. D represents

the spring. I represents the candle. a rep-
resents the inwardly-projecting rim on the top
of the cap. b represents the recess formed in

_ the cap; and ¢ represents the upturned rim

surrcunding the candle-seat. :
The candlestick may be made of any desira-
ble material, and may be united by any of the

- usual methods. The rim ¢ may be formed on
the top of the cap by the usnal method of
spinning over the -wall of the cap and the re-
cess b-by a supplemental piece of metal united-
to the wall of the eap above, leaving the open-.
ing from below. By making the lower part
of the inner wall of the cap of the proper di-
ameter relatively to that of the upturned rim
of the candle-seat, the one will fit closely
within the other as the candle is consumed,
and thus the melted tallow will be confined
and prevented from dripping down upon the
spring. It is also desirable with view to more
perfectly confining the melted tallow, that the
height of the upturned rim upon the candle-
seat shall bear such relation to the depth of
the recess in the cap that the upper edge of
the former will strike against the head of the
latter, and the lower edge of the inner wall of
the cap will bear upon the bottom of the ean-
dle-seat. The candle-seat C, together with its
upturned rim ¢ may be struck from a single
piece of sheet metal by means of dies, or the
upturned rim may be of a separate piece and
soldered to the seat C. The cap may be ad-
justed to the holder by any of the usual meth-
ods, the bayonet-fastening being preferred.

This invention is designed to obviate the
following difficulties which Lave been experi-
enced in this class of candlesticks: first, that
the melted tallow would, by any sudden jolt
or motion, or by a slight inclination of the
candlestick, be thrown over the top of the cap, -
and drip down the outside of the holder; sec-
ond, that, especially when the candle was
nearly consumed, the melted tallow would run
down between the seat and the inner wall of
the holder and upon the spring, and interfere
with its operation.

In the present construction, the inwardly-
projecting rim on top of the cap in a great
measure obviates the former difficulty, inas-
much as it requires a heavy jar or a sharp in-
clination of the candlestick to cause the melted
tallow to flow over the rim a and drop down
the outside of the candlestick. The latter dif-
ficulty, also, as above explained, is overcome
by the use of the upturned rimn ¢ of the can-
dle-seat acting in combination with the inner
wall of the cap, this combination becoming

operative when the candle, nearly consumed,
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has- become. too.-soft: to press firmly against:

. the. .contracted wall of the ‘cap above, and,
consequently, begins to break up. The con-
tact which then takes place between the up-

tarned rim of the candle-seat and the inner’

wall of the cap will effectnally confine the
melted tallow and prevent its ‘dripping down
upon the spring.

.The operation of this device .is.as follows:
Place the candle upon its seat, force it down
-the holder by compressing the spring, and
adjust the cap. As the smallest inner diame-
ter of ‘thie cap is considerably less than the
diameter of the candle, the ‘candle will ‘be
forced up by the spring only as fast as its
lighted end is softened by the heat, and the

flame 'will ‘always remain at the same‘level.
The pressure-of the spring forces: the candle:

so closely agamst the mner wall of the cap as
to prevent any mielted tallow from passing
down-between the candle and the wall of ‘the
holder until ‘the ‘candle is neafly consumed, -
When the: receptacle, formed by the upturned

rim of the seat, is closed, as above descrlbed |
and the escape of the melted tallow prevented

"What is claimed as new is—

1. The combination, in a candlestick, of the
elevating-spring and a candle seat mounted on
such spring, and provided with an upturned
tim,-8ubstantially as -and for the purpose set
forth.

-2.-A eap of-a.candlestick, provided with a

Tecess, both of ‘whosé walls shall lie outside

of the top of the candle when the candle is

“brought into position by adjusting the cap to
“the-holder, substa,ntlally as and for the pur-

pose set forth.

3. The combination of the cap of a candle-
stick and the upturned rim of the eandle-seat, .
adapted to surround ‘the.base of the cand]e -
and fori ‘a receptacle for the melted tallow,

-substantmlly as aud for the purpose descrlbed‘
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