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To all whom it May concern: .

Be it known that I, ALFRED MILLER, of
Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Iimprovements in Bails and Ears for
Buckets_; and.1 do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a tall, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make
and use it, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form part of this
specification.

My invention relates to’ improvements in
bucket bails and ears.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a side
elevation of the invention complete ; Fig. 2,
a detaclied view of an ear. .

The bail A, constructed preferably of metal,
bas a loop, 4, formed at each end of the same,
aund the bail is also provided at its center
with a swivel-loop, G, for the attachment of
a cord or chain, .

Heretofore the bail has been flattened at its
central portion for the attachment of a swivel.
loop ; but such coustruction materially weak-
ens the bail at a point where it is subjected
to the greatest wear and strain. -

To remedy the defects above noted the bail
A is re-enforced at its center by welding a
separate rod, a, thereto, which is thereafter
fluttened by a puucl, or in any other suitable
way, aud then punched for the reception and
attachment of the shank of the swivel-loop
C. The ears B B are each constructed of one
piece of metal, the upper end of the same
being bent backward and then forward to
form a loop, ¥’, while the extreme end of the
ear projects beyoud the body of the same,
and at about right angles thereto, to forin a
prong, d, which serves to secure the upper
eud of the ear to the bucket or other recep-
tacle. The central portion D of the ear is
preferably made flat, that it may closely fit
the sides of the bucket or cask. The lower
portion of the ear is also bent inwardly to

form a prong, d. The said upper and lower
prongs are driven into the cask, bucket, or keg.,

The ends of the prongs d may be uotched, as
shown at ¢, in order that the inner end of the
prong may be clinched against the inner sar.
face of the bucket, after the prongs are driven
into the same.

The ears are attached to the opposite sides
of a bucket, keg, or cask by driving the pron gs

-d through the bucket, the upper prong being

driven in near the rim, and the lower one a
short distance down the side of the bucket or
cask,

To insure against possible detachment of
the ears from the bucket or cask, tlie project-
ing ends of the ear may be clinched or swaged
against the interior surface of the receptacle.

Having fully described my invention, what .

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1,._ A bail-ear having two lateral prongs, and
formed of a single piece of metal, the upper
prong and the body of tlie ear being directly
connected by a single loop, constructed sab-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. As an article of manutacture, the com-
bined bucket bail and ear herein described,
the latter constructed of tlat iron, with its
lower end rounded to pass through the side
of the bucket, and the other end rounded and
bent upon itself to form a loop, and terminat-
ing in a prong coustructed to pass through
the side of the bucket, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. The bail A, re-enforced at its central por-
tion for the attachment of a swivel-loop, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.

4. The combination, with the bail A, re-en-
forced at a, of the swivel-loop C, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

. ALFRED MILLER.
Witnesses: '
THOS, B. HALL, -
E. J. NOTTINGHAM.




