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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that we, ROSWELL J UDSON and
JoHN P. SCHENCK, Jr., of Matteawan, in the
county of Dutchess and State of New York,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
I Sheet-Metal Cans; and we do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
"exact description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing, forming a
part of this gpecification, in’ which—

Figure 1 is a vertical section, Fig. 2 a plan
view, and Fig: 3 an enlarged view, of the cov-
er or cap detached. .

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
spouding parts in the several figures.

" " Heretofore, in this class ot devices, a wire
with a projecting end has been arranged in a
space between the inwardly-tarned edge of

“the body of the can and the correspondingly-
turned edge of an juclosed head, the respect-
jve parts being secured by filling the space
above the wire with solder, which is displaced
by the wire in the act of separating the parts.

Our invention consists, broadly, in arrang-
ing and securing said wire upon the interior
surface of the sheet métal forming a part of
the vessel, and causing it to cut through said

. metal when operated,as hereinafter explained.

- Qur, invention consists, specifically, in the

particalar constructionand arrangementof the
several parts hereinafter described. -

Mo enable others to make and use our in-
vention we will proceed to deseribe a can em-
bodying it. - '

In the drawing, A represents a can, and B
the cover or cap, constructed with a depend-
ing flange, b. Dis the opening-wire, arranged
to encircle the inner side of the depending

flange b of the cover, and with its end pro.
truding through the sawme, as shown in the
enlarged view, Fig. 3. The cover or cap B
overlaps, and is secured’ to the body of the
can by solder applied externally at the end-
of the depending flange b, which hermetically

- seals the same, the wire being arranged be- -

tween the cover or cap aud the can-body. .

o open the can, the free end o of the wire
is grasped by a pair of pinchers; or a nail or
gimilar device may Le placed within the loop
formed thereon, and by pulling upou the wire
at a right angle the metal is cut with little
effort, and without injuring the contents of
the can. )

Having thus tully described our invention,
what we claim, and desire to-secure by Let-
ters Pateunt, is— . :

1. A cutting-wire arranged and secured up-
on the interior surface of the sheet metal
forming a part of the vessel, and having its
end protruding, for the purpose set forth.

2. A cover or cap, B, for sheet-metal ves-
sels, constructed with a depending flange, b,
inclosing a cutting-wire having a protruding :
end, substantially as set forth.

3. A sheet-metal can or vessel whose cover
has a depending flange, which overlaps a por-
tion of the body of said vessel, and provided
with a cutting-wire, arranged. between the
cover and the body, with its énd protruding
therefrom, for the purpose specified. :
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