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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, MELVIN SHAW, of Ab-
ington, in the county of Plymouth and State
of Massachusetts, have invented an Im-
proved Upper-Leather Dressing, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
and specification.

This dressing is designed to be used by cur-
riers for finishing upper leather, and by manu-
facturers for blacking boots and shoes, the
object being to produce thereby upon the sur-
face of leather which has been already black-
ened in the nsual manner a uniform, smooth,
and glossy finish, which imparts to the leather
a brighr, lively, black color, without materially
impairing its original softness and pliability.

The essential ingredients of this improved
dressing are, first, an alkaline solution of shel-
lac; and, second, a black dye or soluble color-
ing matter, producing a shade or tint of black,
and capable of being held in the alkaline solu-
tion, without precipitating the shellac and

without being itself decomposed by the alkali.

To these ingredients shoald be added a third,
which, although not strictly essential, is nev-
ertheless of great importance in insuring the
best results, and which consists of a volatile
alkali, added in excess of the quantity of
alkali required to dissolve the shellac.

Such a dressing may be prepared as follows: |

First, one gallon of soft water, to which has
been added.six ounces of best extract of log-
wood, is heated nearly to the boiling-point,
bat preferably not brought to boil, and is well
stirred until the dye-stuff is dissolved, after
which it is allowed to cool ; second, one gal-
lon of soft water, to which has been added six
ouuces ot borax, is likewise heated nearly to
the boiling-point, until the borax is dissolved,
To this is added one and one-half pound of
gum-shellac, the same being gradually intro-

duced in small quautities, and stirred briskly

until thoroughly dissolved. Third, tbree-
eighths of an ounce of bichromate of potash
is dissolved in half a pint of hot water, in a

separate vessel. This constitutes a proper
mordant for converting the logwood extract
into a black dye or soluble coloring matter,
possessing a blue-black shade or tint, and hay-
ing the properties hereinabove indicated.
Fourth, the first and second preparations are -
now added together by pouring the logwood
solution into the solution of shellae, and stir-
ring well until the two are intermixed. Then,
while yet warm, the solution of bichromate
of potash is added, and the whole briskly
stirved for some time. This wixture is allowed -
to stand until entirely cool, and then, after
skimming off whatever may have risen to the
top of it, the liquor is drawn off for use, and
constitutes one torm of the improved dressing
belonging to this invention.

To make a dressing which may be applied
to leather in very thin coats, and at the same
time produce a finer and brighter finish than
could otherwise be obtained, I mix with the
liquor last hereinabove described three or four
ounces of concentrated water of ammonia or
spirits of ammonia, and then put it up in cans
tightly corked, ready to be applied to the
leather. ) :

The dressing may be made thicker or thin-
ner, as required.

I claim—

1. A Jeather dressing consisting of an alka-
line solusion of shellac and a black or nearly
black soluble dye, substantially such as de-
seribed.

2." A leather dressing consisting of an alka-
line solation of shellac, a soluble coloring- -
natter capable of being held in the alkaline
solution without precipitating the shellac and -
without being itself decomposed by the alkali,
and ammonia, in addition to the alkali re-
quired for dissolving the shellac.
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