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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY A. DIRKES, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain Iwprovements in Table-
Casters and similar utensils, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification: .

This invention relates to that class of table
utensils which areprovided with annuunciators,
the object being to enable any sitter at the
table to understand that there is an annan-
ciator counected with the utensil, and also to
place the operative nechanism within easy
reach of all. .

The invention consists, essentially, in the
arrangement and construction of the pavts in
such a' mavner as to fulfill the above-named
requirements, as will be hereinafter specified.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of
auteusil substantially embodying myimprove-
ment. .

Let A represent the body portion of a uten-
sil, aud B a central stem, to which a lifting-
handle, a, is attached. C is an annuneciator,
which may be a gong or bell of any ordinary
kind.

This annunciator, which includes the oper-
ating mechanism as well as a gong, is mount-

ed upon’ the central stem of a caster or simi-

* lar utensil, substantially as represented, so as
to ‘be visible and readily accessible to De
sounded from any or all sides. .

It will be seen that my invention is espe-
cially-adapted to table utensils having central
stems which rise above the receptacles in the
stand ; and it is on this stem that the annun-
ciator is placed, as shown, far enough up to
be visible above the bottles or receptacles,

I am aware that table-casters have been

constructed to embrace with them a bell, in
connection with other devices ; but in all such
cases not only the bell has been concealed
from view, but the handle for operating it has
been so placed as to be visible and capable of
being operated from one side of the table only,
and the person sitting at the opposite side re-
mains in ignorance of there being a bell con-
nected with the utensil. Unless he sits di-
rectly facing the handle it is‘inconvenient or
impossible for him to sound the bell. :

It will be readily seen how my improvement
obviates these defects. :

What I claim, abd desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

L. The bell or gong and its operative mech-
anism, arranged upon the top or upper por-
tion of the stem of a table-caster or similar
utensily so that each may be supported and
upheld by said stem, and be visible and equal-
ly accessible from all sides, substantially as
herein set forth. ;

2. The arrangement of an annunciator as a
whole, mounted on the stem of a caster or
table utensil, above the band or other sup-
port for the receptacles, as and for the pur-
poses substantially as set forth. :

3. The arrangement, within the bow of the
handle of a caster or similar table utensil, of
the gong C and its operating-lever, whercby
the latter are entirely exposed to view, re-
moved from the receptacles, and adapted to
be operated as and for the purposes set forth.
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