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To all whom it may concern ;

Be it known that I, ROBERT SPENCER, of
the city of Newark, in the county of Hssex
and State of New Jersey, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Saddle or
Sweat Cloths for military and other pur-
poses; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a tull, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawing, making a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my said
cloth. Fig. 2 is a transverse section; and
Fig. 3 shows various modifications of my said
invention when applied under, or in connec-
-tion with, the saddle. :

Heretofore, saddle-cloths have been made
of two or more pieces of material stitched to-
gether, and presenting a seam along theridge
or back of the horse, to the injury, oftentimes,
of both horse and rider.

The first object of my invention is to avoid

the difficulty arising from this seam. [ man-
ufacture these saddle-cloths wholly in.one
piece, and thus render them stronger and
more serviceable.

The cloth has, also, heretofore been made
_either of a single thickness or by stitching
two or more parts owng upon the other—a
method open to objection on the score of ex-
pense and want of uniformity or graduation
of the cloth. .

The second object of my invention is to pro-
duce a cloth thoroughly graduated as to thick-
ness, strong and serviceable, without seam
or ridge, shaped to the back of the horse, and
in every respect adapted to its purpose. The
object 1s, further, to make such a combina-
tion of materials in making the eloth intro-
duced, and worked in in such a manner as to
produce in the cloth all the essential qualifi-
cations necessary in those respects— viz.,
cheapness, strengtl, lightness, elasticity, ab-
sorption, and ventilation. :

In the drawing, A’is the cloth, shaped, as
represented in Fig. 1, to the outline of the
back of theé horse, and Fig. 2is a ¢ross-section
of one of the cloths on which the sides are
graduated. :

The cloth may be formed of any suitable
material, (wool or camel’s hair being pre-
ferred,) and felted and pulled in the usual and
required manner, or it may be woven in any
guitable and convenient way.
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Horse or cattle hair may be introduced to .
thicken and form the bearings b b, Fig. 2, or
the same may be made up of successive lay-
ers of felt or other fabric, as experience may
show to be the best.

In Fig. 3 the cloth A is secured to the sad-
dle by means of the pockets K K, already
patented, and the exterior felt C C is only the
modification of A placed over the saddle to
formn a seat for the rider; or it may be ex:
tended over the whole saddle, to form a hous-
ing; or it may be brought down or extended,
as repre. ented by b, Fig. 3, to take the place
of, or form, the flaps of the saddle.

The cloth %2 does not extend beyond the
back and front of the saddle, which is some-
times desirable when I wish to use a pad or
simple lining instead of a fuli-sized saddle-
cloth, (represented at A.) '

What I claim as my inventign, and desire
to secare by Letters Patent, is—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a grad-
uated saddle-cloth in which the varying thick-
ness of the different parts is produced in the
process of manufacture, either by felting or
weaving, substantially as described, as dis-
tinguished fromn a saddle-cloth in which the
varying thickness is produced by sewing or
stitching on pads or thickening, as was for-

"merly done.

-2. As anew article of manufacture, a gradu-
ated saddle-cloth in which the two similar
sides are practically united in the process of
manufacture, by felting or weaving, substan-
tially as described, as distinguished from one
in which the two similar sides were separately
made, and then united with each other by
stitehiug or sewing. .

3. Asanew article of manufacture, a gradu-
ated cloth, to be used between the saddle and
the horse, which does not extend beyond the
back and front of the saddle, in which the
two similar sides are practically united in the
process of manufacture, by felting or weav-
ing, substavtially as described;, as distin-
guished from omne in whieh the two similar
sides are separately made, and then united
with each other by stitching or sewing.
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