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MORRIS, EXEGUTOR- OF VALENTINE T. HALL,‘DEGEASED.

IMPROVEMENT N LOCKING-CASES FOR STOP-COCKS:
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-~ DIVISY
To all whom it may comcern: . - o
Be it known that VALENTINE T, HaLy, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of-
New York, did invent a new and useful Lock-
ing-Case for Stop-Cocks, and for locking to-

. gether the stop-cock and the pipe or fitting
to which it may be connected ; and that the
following is a full, clear, and exact deseription
of said invention, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming part of this
specification, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon. o ,

" Previous to 'this invention & want had been
felt for some means for the prevention of the
operation of the ordinary stop-cocks attached.
to gas, water, stean, and other pipes.and ap-
paratus, and for the prevention of the loosen-
ing or removal of either the cocks or the con-
nection from such pipes, 80 that any improper
or unauthorized use of the usual cock to sur-
reptitiously use the gas, steam, or liguid to be
‘drawn through it, orany loosening or removal
of the cock or fittings connecting the parts of
" an apparatus, (to either accidentally or inten-
tionally permit & leakage or discharge of the-
gas, stealn, or liquid,) could be effectually pre-

- yented. - '
- " The need of some simple and efficient means
_ for the accomplishment of the purposes men-
tioned had been wost feltby gas companies, 48
without some such coutrivance it was not only.
pecessary, in cases of cutting off the supply of
gas from consumers, to go to the expense of
disconnecting and rewoving the meters, but
there was no way to prevent a fraudulent use
of the gas (on the part of the consumer)by
disconnecting the ingress and cgress pipes of
the meter, and- making & temporary conuec-
tion around the meter, so that the latter would
not register the gas consnmed,

© To overcome these difficulties, and supply
“the want referred to, was the main object of
" this inveuntion, which cousisted in a case Or
elasp formed of one or more parts, and adapt-
~"ed to inclose or partially inclose or garround
the ordinary stop-cock or the connection, and
which might be locked over tlie same to ef-
fectually prevent either the operation of the
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stop-cock in one case, Or any separatiot of the -

connection in the other case, by reasoir of en-

casing such devices, as will be hereinafter

more fully explained.

To enable those skilled in the art to.mak:o‘ :
and use this invention, the following deserip=

tion of the construction and operation of 'the

same is given, referring by letters to theac- -
companying drawings, making part. of this.

“specification, and in which—

Figure 1 represents, in elevation, a poltion -

of a pipe, and an ordinary stop-cock connected
therewith, having applied to it alocking-case,
according to the said invention. Fig.2isa
sectional view of the same at line 22 of Fig.1.

Fig. 3 is a side view of the locking-case, and: ™

Fig. 4 is a view showing the interior of the
two halves of said case. At Figs. 5 and 6 are
shown, in elevation and cross-section, a modi-
fication- of the invention in w case or clasp
adapted simply to protect what is knowun a8
the * union” or loose-thimble connection of
the pipe with a gas-meter, or for an analogous
purpose ; and at Fig. 7-is shown thesame modi-
fication, with the parts of said case separated
and their interiors exposed to view.

In the-several figures the same part will be
found designated always Ly the same letter,

of reference.
‘A is part of an ordinaty pipe, which may
be connected with a reservoir or supply source

of gas, steam, water, or other finid or liguid. .
B is a strap eonnected therewith, or attached

thereto, in any permanent mauuer. 1t nay

be a collar, lug, or flange.” (O is the case or - .

clasp, which, in the example-of the invention
illustrated at Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, is made, a8
ghown, intwo parts, D and E, and has one of
its parts provided with & pin or projection, J,

_that engages with the strap, lug, or collar B,

for a purpose to be presently explained. The

two parts D and I are so formed that they "

inclose the stop-cock I, a3 illustrated, and are
counected or coupled together at.one end by

an interior hooi and recess, operating to hinge .

the parts together.

g is the hook, whichis pctmaﬁ'ei&ly_ attached

to one part, D, and h is: the recess or cavity
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forined in the obber part, B, and with which

“gaid hook g engages, as-inoub clearly seen at

Hig. 2. o : -

In each-of the parts D and B is formed a
ligle, 4, {see Figs. 2, 3, 4,) for the aceomodation
of the link {of u padiock, K, or some other sort
-of lock, as seen best at Fig. 2, and when. the

parts of the elasp or ease ave put abous the

cock o be protected, and are locked together,
as shown, oll seeess to the cock to operate
i will be effectually prevented. : :

By the employment, in connection with the

case or cock protector O, of the pin J, orits
equivalent, and the provision of a strap oz eol-
iar, B, fast to pipe A,-and with which said pin
J may engage, any turning, relatively, of the
pipe and stop-cock, to effect the removal of the
cosk from the supply-pipe, is effectually pre-
wented: and thus the contrivance, when put
in place and locked®ap, performs the double
oifits, or serves thétwo purposes of locking

up the cock, sothat it cannot be operated, |

aud of locking togesher the stop-cock and the
pipe to which it is connected, so that these
parts of the apparatus cannot be separated or
disconnented, . .
Thelock may be, of course, of any kind, and
‘way be burglar-proof, and as secure .as such
devices can be made; while by reason of the
interior qr internal connection between the
- parts I and 1 by the hook ¢ and recess &, or
some other such juterior device, no -oppertu-
nity is afforded for picking apart or tampering
" with hinged ends of the cass or clagp C. )
The miodification of the invention represents
ed ab Figs. 5, 6, and 7, is, like that just de-
‘geribed, a case, (%, composed of two parts, D?
and X7, hinged or coupled together at one end
by aft interior hook, ¢% aud recess #%, and pro-
vided with holes 4, to permit their sedurement
togather ai the other end by means of a pad-
lock, X7, as llustrated, the variations of form
and construction being only such as to adapt
the contrivance to the simple purpose of pro-

tecting, by encasement, an ordinary union’

Jjoint, 80 that it cannot be broken or severad.

15 will be geen {het, by means of & protector

“aubstantially such as shown and deseribed,

1ot only may perfect ‘protection againgt dis-
ruption of joints or couplings be afiorded, bub
also perfect immunity againsteither any fraad..
ulent operation of she cock, or any remowval
of the cock from the pipe for frandulent pur-
poses, ' ) ' '

- It i8, of courae, well known that, prior to the -

invention made the sabject of this application,

Joek-cocks had been used which could be op-
erated only by means

of » key, and that, by
the use of snch cocks, protection as 1o the nse
of the cocks was afforded, o

Bavivg so folly ezplained the construction
aud operation of the invention that any skilled -
person can make and use it, and wishing it to
be undersicod that while in practicing the in-
vention mauny variations may be made in the
form and detail construction of the parts to
adapt the contrivance e varying conditions
of applieation, it should not be eonfounded
with a losk-cock. -

What is claimed as new, and desired to be
secured by Létters Patent, is— '

1. A case or clasp adapted to wholly or
partially surround and protect a stop-cock or

‘the union or conneéction between the cock and

the supply-pipe, and which may be locked
about the said eock or the said connection,
substantially as and for the purpose described,

2. The combination, with a ease or clasp
adapted to protect a stop-cock, of means for
engagement. with a strap or iug permanently
attached to the pipe with which the stop-
cock. i3 conneeted, substantiafly as and for
the purpose set forth, . :

3. A protector ease of elasp made in parts

‘adapted to be locked together, and provided

with an interior or concealed coupling or joing,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth,

' "HENRY O. MEYER & 0O. [r.'s.]
Signed and sealed in preseiice of =

. J. N.-McinTiRs,
JA00B FELBEL,



