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IMPROVEMENT IN POST-OFFICE BOXES.

Specification forming part of Letf-ers Patent No. 53,562, cated April 3, 1866; antedated March 30, 1366 ;
reissne No. 7,624, dated April 24, 1877 ; application filed January 5, 1877.

To all whow it may concern :

Be it known that I, WM. H. BRAMBLE, of
Decatnr, in the county of Macon aud State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and usefal
Improvements in Post-Office Boxes; and that
the following, taken in conunection with the
accompanying drawings, is a tall, clear, and
exact description thereof.

1n the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical longi-
tudinal central section of my post-ofice box.
Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section on the
line 1 1 of Fig. 1, as seen looking toward the
door from the inside.

The full lihes in Fig. 1 illustrate the door
as closed and fastened. The dotted lines show
the door aud the platform in the position they
assume when the postmaster has unfastened
and partly opened the door. - :

Prior to date of my invention, letter-boxes
(such as now termed “call-boxes ¥) were in
use in post-offices. They consisted of a series
of wooden pigeon-holes open at both ends, and
having on the side farthest from the interior
of the office an ordinary glazed sash located
in front of them, but not connected with them.
The contrivance consisted, in fact, of several
rows of such pigeon-holes located bebind a
glazed partition. This sash-partition prevented
persous calling for letters from reaching the
iuterior-of the pigeon-holes, so as to take out
the letters, but permitted them to observe
whether letters were or were not contained in
the pigeou-holes. In practice, the postmaster
or his clerks deposited the letters in the pig-
con-holes, and wheu the renter of the box de-
sired to get his letters, he, in some way, noti-
fied the post-office attendant, who went to the
inside of the box, took out the contents, car-
ried them to a window, and there delivered
them to the person waiting, who was obliged
tg go from the box to the window to receive
them. .

The great object of my invention is tc save

the time both of the employés of the post-of-
fice and of the receiver of the letters; and to
this end I provide each pigeon-hole with a
glazed door on the side farthest from the in-
terior of the office, so that the letters may be
delivered through this door, thus obviating
the necessity of either the post-office clerk or

the receiver going to the delivery - window ;
and I believe that I am the tirst person who
has so constructed a post-office box that let-
ters may be delivered through it—that is, in-
serted into the box by the postmaster through
its open eud, and delivered through the door-
way at the other end of the box when the door
is open.

In the drawings, the sides, top, and bottom
of a pigeon-hole are represeunted at P P. This
pigeon-hole is open at the rear, 80 that letters
may Le introduced into it by the post-office
clerk, and is closed at the front end, when the
door is shut, by a sash-door composed of a pane
ot glass, F, supported in a frame, E. This
frame E has attached to it two lugs with holes
in them, through which a rod, n, passes into
the sides of the pigeon-hole, the lugs aud rod
being, in fact, an ordinary hinge. This sash-
door is hinged in such mauner at the top that
the bottom projects out farther than the top,
so that the door will (if desired)close of itself,
and, when <losed, it prevents access from the
outside to the interior of the pigeon-hole. In-
gide of this box I locate a platform, A, provided
with two flanges, B, with holesin them, through
which passes arod,e. This rod is attached to a
piece of metal, d, which, in its turn, is secured
to another piece of metal, f, that is fastened
to the inside of the pigeon-hole by two tacks.
The front end, or that nearest the sash-door,
of this platform A is bent downward at ¢, so
as to form a hook. The platform A, with its
hook thus hinged, so that it can be tilted ver-
tically, forms an ordinary latch or fastening
contrivance, and the letters to be delivered
are to be laid on this platforn. Near the bot-
tom of the sash-door I secure a catel, 8, into
which the hook-latch ¢ can take when the door
is shut, this catch being an ordinary keeper
for the latch. Under this construction, when
a caller sees letters in his box, he asks for the
same by tapping on the sash-door, and the at-
tendant, when he comes, can, by striking down-
ward on the inner end of the platform, open
the latch or fastening contrivance, so that the
door may be unclosed, and the letters deliv-
ered through the box to the caller in waiting
outside. A simple addition to the confrivance

thus far described enables the post-office clerk
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not only to unlateh the door, but to open it
slightly, so that the caller may get his fingers
ander the sash, and open it from the outside,
thus dispensing with a knob or contrivance
answering the same purpose on the outside of
the sash. This additional coutrivanee con-
“gists of two wedge-shaped plates, H, attached
to the inside of the sash-door in such mauner
that after the latch ¢ is disengaged from its
hook S the front of the platform will strike
agaiust the inclined sides of the wedges, and
thus throw the door a little way open. ‘When
the front of the platform ascends to and rests
in the notch ¢ in the wedge-shaped pieces it
holds the door open, as shown by the dotted
lines in Fig. 1. As soon as the sash-door is
thus opened or held open, the person outside
can take the letters,or they can be delivered to
him through the box by the attendant inside.

1 claim as my invention—

1. A pigeon-hole open at one end, so that
letters may be deposited in it, and provided at
the other end with a glazed door mounted on
proper hinges, so that the letters which are
in the box may be delivered or taken out oF
that end to-whieh the door is applied when
such door is open, the construction being sub-
stantially such as deseribed. ,

9. In combination with a pigeon-hole open
at one end, and provided at the otker end with
a glazed door mounted upoun proper hinges, a
lateh or fastening comtrivance, substantially
such as described, whereby the door may be
held shat on the inside, thus preventing the
renter of the box, or other person, from open-
ing the same and taking out letters until the
postmaster from the inside unlatches the door.

3. In combination with a pigeon-hole open
at one eud, and provided with a sash-door at
the other end, as described, the contrivance
by which the postmaster can Open the door
from the inside.

4. In combination with a pigeon-hole open,
at one end, anl closed by a sash-door at the
other end, both a lateh or fastening contriv-
ance, and a contrivance substantially as de-
seribed, for partially opening the door from
the inside, the combination being substan-
tially such as herein specified.

WILLIAM H. BRAMBLE.
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