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“To all whom: 4t WMay concern sty i oo 5o 0l

Be it known that I, FrRANcIs H. Hizx, of:
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of:
Illinois, havesinvented:a new and useful Im-
provement in Coffins, which is fally set forth’
in the following specification; reference being
had to the accompanyingdrawings;in:which—.

Figure 1 represents a plan or top view of
my invention. Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal
Fig. 3 is a bottom
view of the lid with its attachments, and Fig.
4 is a detached view of the frame containing
the glass.

My invention relates to the mode of con-
necting the face-glass of coffins to the lid; and
its object is to obtain such a construction of
the lid and face-glass as will permit the coffin
to be opened at the head to give access to
the face of the corpse without removing the
glass from the opening in which it is set,

The invention consists in combining with
the lid, coustructed as shown, an independent
movable face-glass, which, while supported by
the lid, may Dbe slid back to open the coffin at.
the head.

It also consists in setting the face-glass in
a frame which is hinged to the lid, so that the
glass may be turned up or slid back to open
the coffin, as may be desired.

In the drawings, A represents-the top or lid
of the coffin, having an opening of suitable
shape therein, near the head, into which a
movable frame, B, is closely fitted, containing
a glass, B/, as shown., The said frame B is
provided upon each side, at the lower end,
with short pins or lugs, (marked d d,* and near
the middle of each side with two similar lugs
or pins, (marked ' d’,) as shown in Fig. 4 of
the drawings. In the sides of the opening in
the lid A, which receives the frame B, are slots
J f, as shown in Fig. 1, to receive said lugs &’
d’, which slots or grooves curve, as shown in
Tig. 2, and connect with the grooves ¢ parallel
with the lid, and beneath the same, said
grooves being cut or formed in the inner faces
of the bars D D, secured to the under side of
the lid, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings.
I E represent two springs, secured at one end
properly to the lid, or to blocks F attached
thereto. The other ends of said springs lie
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& heneath tile;’ ’frdmeﬂ B, and supﬁb}’c -théi same,

.as-shown,-and as-hereinafter deseribed: C O

represent. a bar, arranged- beneath:the lid, at

the head; - upon which: the-énd.of the frame B
is supported when adjusted in the aperturein.
the.lid, so as to'close the coffin, as showi:in
Fig. 2-of the drawings. - A screw or pin;bd,is
provided with a horizontal lip, ¥, which can
be turned into a recess in the end of the frame
B, to lock it firmly in place, but can be turned
back to unlock the said frame when it is de-
sired to open the same upward. In the side
bars D D, containing the aforesaid grooves ¢
¢ at the heel of the frame B, there are ver-
tical slots ¢’ ¢/, opening up from said grooves
¢ ¢, as shown in IFig. 2. The rear lugs d d lie
in said vertical grooves ¢/ ¢/, and the central
lugs d’ d’ in the vertical grooves f f, when the
frame B is adjusted in place, as shown in Figs.
1 and 2, the springs K holding said frame up
in position.

When it is desired to open the aperture in
the coffin-lid the rear end of the frame is de-
pressed until the lugs d d move down into
the grooves ¢ ¢, when said frame may be moved
back beneath the lid, the lugs d d sliding in
the grooves ¢ ¢, and the lugs &’ &' passing
down the curve of f finto the said grooves ¢
¢, a8 clearly shown in Fig. 2, the springs E I
yielding to permit such adjustinent.

When the aperture is closed, the frame B
is moved forward until the lugs @ and d’ come
to the grooves ¢’ and f, wheun the springs B B
throw the frame up into place, and the lock b
b is turred to secure the same, as desired.

The said removable frame, it desired, can
be unlocked and opened upward, as indicated
by the dotted lines in Fig. 2, turning upon the
lugs d d as upon the hinge. When this mode
of opening the frame is employed any other
species of hinge may be used, and the provisions
for permitting the sliding of the fraine may
be omitted, and also the springs E I8 may be
dispensed with. In such case the lugs d’ d’
upon the frame B are of no practical neces-
sity; or the construction and arrangement of
the frame and its attachments may be such
that the frame may be moved back beneath
the lid, and operned upward, ag described and
shown; or it may have such construction as
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will enable the frame to slide back under the
lid only, and have no movement upward upon
a hinge. -

A’ represents a movable cover, pivoted to |

the lid at o, so that it may be turned or moved
around from the position indicated.in the
drawings over the glass and its frame, to cover’
and protect the same.

‘When the frame B is removed. from the.
opening by sliding the same back beneath the
lid, or when it is moved forward to close said
opening, the lock ¥’ need.not be disturbed or
moved, this being necessary only when the
- frame B is opened upward. .

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— ) :

1. Ina coffin orcasket, thelid A, constructed
50 as to lie in substantially the same horizon-
tal plane, in combination with an independent
face-glass, loosely fitted in the lid, so as to
slide back- to open the coffin, and a supple-
mentarycover,A’,arranged immediately above

the lid, and adapted to be moved over the
face-glass and permanently close the casket,
substantially as deseribed. -

2. The coffin-lid A, in combination with a
movable face-glass, supported in the opening
in the lid, the two parts being constructed and
arranged so that the glass may be depressed
and moved back beneath the lid, substantially
as deseribed. .

3. The coffin-lid A, in combination with a

face-glass hinged to the lid, whereby the face-

glass may be swung up and down to open and
close the coffin, substantially as described.

4. The coffin-lid A, in combination with a
hinged reciprocating face-glass, which may
be either slid back or swung upward on its
hinges to open the eoffin, substantially as de-
geribed. -

‘ FRANCIS H. HILL.

Witnesses:
L. A, BUNTING,
L. M. HARRIS.




