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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known thatI, ARCHIBALD M. WHIPPLE,
of the village of North Adams, of the eounty
of Berkshire and State of Massachusetts, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Shifting-Rails for Carriages; and do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
making a part of this specification.

My invention consists in constructing shift-
ing-rails for carriage-tops which can be fast-
ened together at the seat-corners, by which
construction of the rail in sections it may be
made adjustable to seats of different lengths.

The drawing represents,in perspective, one
end rail and one section of the back rail.

A represents the end rail, and B the section
of the back rail. They are provided with lugs,
rods, or straps g, by means of which they can
be securely connected to side, back, and cor-
ner of the seat of the carriage. The rear end
of the end rail is provided with a square open-
ing, e, into which passes the square end @ of
the baek section.  The prop-block passes over
the square portion ¢ of the back rail, and then
comes the joint-iron, that retains the top of

the carriage in an elevated position. The end
marked 4 is provided with a screw-thread,
over which a screw-nut or other device passes,
to secure the parts in place. Knobs or pro-
jections f f can be cast with, or attached to,
the rails to retain the leather top ¢ in place.

The bows of the top can be hinged to the
end rail at i, and one end of the back rail of
the seat is attached at & to the rear section B.

The different lengths of seat will produce
only narrower or wider space between the sets
of end and back rails on each side of the car-
riage.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A new article of manufacture, namely,shift-
ing-rails for carriage-tops, made in sections,
the back rail adjustable npon the end rail,
and both connected together at or near the
corner of the seat by means of the prop-block
support upon the back rail B passing through
a mortise formed upon the extremity of the
end rail A, substantially as described.

ARCHIBALD M. WHIPPLE,

Witnesses: '

A. G. POTTER,
A, POTTER.




