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To all whom it may concern : _

Be it known that I, BARKER C. YOUNG, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolkk and State of
Massachusetts, have inverted a new and use-
fal Improvement in Buckles, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification: :

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
an edge view of a buckle embodying my in-
vention. Figs. 2 and 3 represent views of the
upper and lower sides of the same. Fig. 4
represents a sectional view of the same, and
Fig. 5 represents a perspective view of an im-
proved device for attaching the buckle to the
article on whieb it is to be used.

Similar letters of reference in the different
figures of the drawing refer to like parts.

This invention is an improvement on that
class of shoe-buckles which are known as
three - part buckles, and are composed of a
bueckle-frame having a central cross - bar, a
tongue jointed to the cross-bar, and a plate
adapted forattachment to the article on which
the buckle is to be used, this plate being joint-
ed to the cross-bar independently of the
tongue, and riveted or clamped to the shoe.
In connecting a strap to buckles of this class
it is necessary to move the buckle-frame away
from the surface of the shoe on which it rests
when in use, in order that the strap may be
passed under the front and rear bars of the
frame. This movement, however, is rendered
somewhat difficult by thelimited outward play
-which is afforded by the above-described con-

- struction, the attaching - plate having to be
drawn outwardly at one end when the buckle
is drawn away from the shoe, this operation
necessitating the bending of the leather at the

point where the plate is attached thereto, and

therefore involving some resistance to the out-
ward movement of the buckle. Hence the
strap cannot be secured to the buckle with the
facility that is desirable, especially when the
buckle-frame is curved, as usual, to adapt it
to rest snugly at all points against the foot.

My invention has for its object to enable
buckles of the class above named to be moved
freely away from the shoe without bending
the leather to which the attaching-plate is se-
cured, and thus facilitate the connection: of
the strap to the buckle.

To this end my invention consists in the in-

_terposition of an intermediate connecting-hook

between the attaching-plate and the cross-bar
of a tongue-buckle, said hook being jointed
both to theattaching-plateand to thecross-bar,
independently ot the tongue, in such mannper
as to allow the buckle to be raised freely with-
out bending the leather to which the attach-
ing-plate is secured. ,

My invention further counsists in the combi-
nation of the hook and buckle with an-attach-
ing-plate, all of which I will now proceed to
describe. : _

In the drawing, A represents a buckle of
the ordinary construction as to the buckle-
frame d and tongue a, the latter being jointed,
as usual, to the cross-bar ¢ of the buckle-
frame. B represents the attaching - plate,
which is adapted- to be securely fastened to
the material of the boot orshoe. Theattach-
ing-plate, instead of being jointed directly to
the cross-bar ¢ of the buckle-frame, as usual,
is connected thereto by an intermediate hook,
b, which, in the present instance, is composed
of a detachable hook, jointed to the eross-bar
¢ independently of the tongue a, and is adapt-
ed to engage at its hooked end with a perfo-
rated lug projecting from the attaching-plate.

It will be seen that the hook forms a flexible
connection between the buckle-frame and the
attaching-plate, and allows the frame to move
freely in the are of a circle, of which the hook
bis the radius. Thus.the buckle is enabled
to be readily raised from its resting-place on
the shoe, and when thus raised the strap can
be quickly passed through the frame of the
buckle and secured.

The device which I employ in the present
case for attaching the hook and buckle to ashoe
is shown detached in Fig. 5. It is composed
of a plate, f, having a perforated projection or
staple, g, extended at or about at a right angle
from it at or near oue edge. This projection
or staple is to pass through aslit in the mate-
rial C, to which the buckle is to be attached,
and project from the outer side of said mate-
rial, the plate f resting against the inner side.
The buckle is applied to the attaching-plate
by engaging the hook b with the staple g, as
shown, and thus the buckle is securely at-
tached to the material. Asabove mentioned,
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the staple g projects from the plate f at or
near one edge thereof. If said staple project-
ed from the middle of the plate £, it will be
seen that a draft on the buckle would cause
one-half of the plate to be drawn toward the
piece or material C, and the other half to be
forced away from it, so as to project at an an-
gle from it. Such a plate for holding the sta-
ple would, theretore, be likely to injure or
wear the leg or stocking of the wearer of a
shoe having this attachment applied to it. In
my improved attachment, however, the loca-
tion of the staple at or near one edge of the
plate causes the greater portion of the plate
to be drawn into the material C, and prevents
the edge uearest the buckle from being forced
inwardly. ‘

I am aware that an attaching-plate having
au eye or hook projecting from the same at or
near one edge thereof, and adapted to pass
through an opeuningin a piece of material, has
been used for securing buttous, and I do not,
therefore, claim such a device. I am also
aware that lever-buckles have been construct-
ed in which the lever pivoted to the cross-bar
of the buckle-frame is jointed at its rear end
to a fastening device which is secured to the
article on which the buckle is to be used, the
lever being made in one piece, which includes
the griping end of the buckle and the end that
is jointed to the attaching device. In a
buckle of this construction, bhowever, an out-
ward movement of the buckle-frame will canse
the lever to turn or swing on its central pivot,
and thereby cause the griping end of the lever
to be separated from the portion of the buckle-
frame with which it co-operates in clamping
or griping the strap, and thus release the lat-
ter. It is obvious that in shoe-buckles locat-
ed where such a movement of the buckle-
frame is liable to be occasioned by accident, or

by the movement of the muscles of the foot at -
the instep, as in the act of walking, the liabil-
ity of the strap to be accidentally released
would be a great disadvantage. This objee-
tion is entirely overcome in my buckle, the
tongue or strap-holding part being jointed to
the central eross-bar of the buckle independ-
ently of the connecting - hook, so that the
buckle may be separated or removed from the
surface on which it usually rests without al-
tering the relation of the tongue to the buckle-
frame or strap, as shown in dotted lines in the
drawing. I prefer to make the hook b quite
narrow at the end which passes through the
staple g, so that the hook can swing freely
in the staple in such manner as to allow the
buckle a considerable freedom of lateral mo-
tion, thus enabling the buckle to conform aunto-
matically to the portion of the boot or shoe
on which it bears. - .

The improvements herein described are ap-
plicable to various kinds of buckles besides
those named—. e., besides shoe-buckles.

I claim as my invention—

1. A buckle-frame having a central cross-
bar, and a tongune pivoted thereto, combined
with a hook pivoted at one-end to said eross-
bar, and at the other end toan attaching-plate, .
J, substantially as and for the purpose speei-
fied.

2. A buckle-frame having a central cross-
bar, and a tongue pivoted thereto, combined
with a hook pivoted at one end to the cross-
bar, independently of the tongue, and at the
other end to the attaching-plate 7, having the
eye g secured at one side thereof, as set forth.

BARKER C. YOUNG.

Witnesses:
EpMUND B. LITTLE,
C. F. BRownN.




