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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL F. MERRITT,
of Springfield, county of Hampden, State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Eyeglass - Suspenders,

“whieh is fally set forth in the following speci-
fication and accompanying drawing, in which
the figure represents a perspective view of my
invention, supporting a pair of eyeglasses.

Previous to my invention, the numerous
class of persons requiring eyeglasses have
been compelled to suspend them from their
necks by a string—a very inconvenient mode
of securing them, as their position at any given
moment was uncertain, and safety against
fracture was not much secured. ' _

The olject of my invention is to provide
‘an ornamental and useful means of securing
them to the apparel, where they may always

be instantaneonsly found, where there will be’

little danger of breakage, and so contrived
as to be readily attached and detached at
will.

I accomplish this by a device consisting of
a spring snap-hook, baving an ordinary breast-
“pin and catch upon the back side thereof. To
aid in keeping the device in position, there is,
preferably, a cross-bar near the top of the
shank. It may be in the form of a ring, or
any other form that presents an extended flat
surface at the back.

A B designate the parts counstituting the
snap-hook, A being the shank and B the
hook, the end of the latter so bent as to
. spring constantly agaiust the former and pre-
vent the casual dropping off of an article

bung -thereon. © O, as represented in the
drawing, is a bar at or near the top of the
shank, extending out on either side, which
renders the device ornamental, by giving it
somewhat the appearance of an apchor, and
prevents the hook turning sidewise, and keep-
ing it in a proper position to place upon or
remove from it the ring of the bows of the
eyeglass. ’

Secured to the back of shank A is a pin,
D, hinged or pivoted like a breastpin. At
the lower eénd of the. shank is a catch, a, to
secure the pin. .

The device may be made in whole or in.
part of different materials,and as ornamental -
as desired. ‘ .

The deviee is shown -secured to a vest, in
a position accessible to the hand of the wear-
er, and where it is not likely to be injured by
contact with other things; but it may be at-
tached elsewhere, and used for other pur-
poses. ,

I believe myself to be the first to combine
a spring snap-hook shank and securing-pin
in one device; and, therefore,

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— :

As a new article of manufacture, an eye-
glass - holder, consisting essentially of the
shank A, spring snap-hosk B, and pin D, con-
structed and arranged to operate substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.
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