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To all whom it may vonoern: .

Be it known that.I, IvORY N. RICHARDSON,
late of Revere, but now of Malden, in the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, have invented
an Improvement -in Playing-Cards, of which
the following is a specification:

This invention relates to an improvement in
that class of cards known as “ playing-cards,”
which are divided into subdivisions known as
 gpits,” and having certain emblems, pictures,
or characters upon each card, which indicate
not only the suit to which such card belongs,
but also its size or value relatively to the other
oards in the ‘‘pack;” and the invention con-
sists in forming such eards round, or so nearly

80 a8 to secure the principal advantages of.

sach form, and baving upon: each suit of the
cards a distingnishing or indicating color, such

" as black for ‘“spades,” red for ‘‘hearts,” green’
. for “clubs,” and yellow for ‘diamonds,” to-

gether with fiyares, numerals, or other indica-
tors placed at the edge or border of the curd,
which .numeral or indieator shall show the
size or value of the card, whereby the player,
a8 soon as his eye catchessuch numeral or in-

- dicator upon any card, will, by the color and

indicator, at once kuow of which suit it con-
stitutes a part, and- whiat is its size or value,
without the necessity; as:lieretofore, of dis-
cerning the configuration er-character of the

_emblems it bears or the number thercof.

_In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
geacnts the four of spades; Fig. 2 repre-
i the three of clubs; Fig. 3 represents thic
‘g8 knave of hearts, and Fiz. 4 represonts

iing of diamonds, . ‘o
1?“'- Fig: 1 the numeral or figure 4 is rép-

while the numeral indicates the size or value
of the card relatively to the other cards in

- the pack. " '

" Fig. 2shows the emblems:known as* clubs?
arranged across:the eenter of: the-card, while
the numeral or figare 3-is: displayed around
the border. By coloring theése numerals alone,
or both the namerals and embléms, green, tite

ated in black, thimcolor indicating that this |
card belongs to the suit known as * spides,”

player, by observing either of the numerals,
would, by its ecolor, know that it belonged to
the suit called “clubs,” while the character of
the figure would indicate the size or value of
the card. . i

In Fig. 3 the emblem known as a *‘heart” is
placed around the card near its edge at sev-
eral points, and the heads or faces represent-
ing the jack are similarly disposed upon -
the card, By coloring these heads or faces,
or the cap on the head, with the adopted indi-
cating or characteristic color, (red,) the player

| would, without the aid of the emblems, at

once know to which suit the card belonged,
and ity character and value,

In Fig. 4 the heads or faces of the king are
shown arraniged around the eard near its edge,
but with the emblem of the diamond omitted,
except in the center; and by coloring the face
or crowy of .the king with the adopted indi-
cating or characteristic color {yellow) the

player, by observing the crown and its color,

can at once determine as to which suit the
card constitutes a part. ]
By forming my cards round, and arranging
the heads or cmblems and figure around the
edge or bLorder, as stated, and ewmploying as
many different ¢olors as there are suits, the

 cards, when assembled, are always in proper

relative positions to cach other; and the part,

_at least, of such cinblems or numerals or faces

as is in view upon a card, however it be held,
is sufficient to enable the player to know its
size or value and its suit.

I do not contine myself to the indicating
colors herein specificd, as others may be used;
Lut [ prefer those deseribed.  The faces may
be of any desired colors or shades, while the
accompanying cmblems are of the indicating
colors. Both the emblems and the bLorder-
numerals may be employed, as shown iy Fig.
4, or the numerals alone. *The emblematiz
cards may, instead of having the emblens
printed or shown theveon, be indicated solely

by ‘color aud number, as shown in Fig. 1.

1 do not.¢laim 2 round eard, nor do I claim,
broadly, the employment of ap indicatingcolor
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for each suit of cards in the pack, or the com- | the size or value of the cards, substantially in

bination of the indicating-numerals with the | manner as described and shown.
emblems; but

What ¥ do claim is— IVORY N. RICHARDSON.
.. Bound playing-cards, each suit whereof is | Witnesses:
indicated by a distingnishing color, and is also Wy, H.-HaRrT,
prgvided with numerals or figures to indicate EuGENE HCMPHREY.




