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To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, JouN S. BIRCH, of New
York city, and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Ad-
justable Watch-Keys, of which the following
is a specification:

Figure 1 is a side view of my 1mproved
watch-key, partly in section, to show the con-
gtruction. = Fig. 2 is a top or end view of the
same.

My invention has for its objeet to furnish an
improved key for watches which may be ad-
justed to fit the post of any watch, whether
large or small; and it consists of contriving
the barrel in two adjustable jaws, divided or
separated diagonally of the socket. for the
watch-post, and in combining therewith a de-

vice for adjubtmcr the jaws to the posts of dif-

ferent sizes, and holding them when winding
the watch.

A is the barrel of the ke3, the end of which
has the square socket of usual form, but, in-
stead of being solid, it is divided or sep’u‘a,ted
longitudinally, to form the key in two adjusta-
ble parts or jaws to adapt’it to posts of differ-
ent sizes ; and it will be noted that the sepa-
ration or "division between the said jaws is di-
agonally of the socket, so that they gripe the
corners of the post, whereby they hold best,
and the greatest strength is preserved. The

part of the barrel above the socket is made to

taper to the shank «/, so that the slide or
sleeve B, fitted on the exterior of the tapered

part, will close the jaws when mddeé to slide
up the taper, thus ad]ustmw them to posts of
different sizes. ;

C represents a nut, which screws along the
shank &' to adjust the sleeve. ‘

‘When the tapered part of the barrel A is
made cone-shaped, the sleeve and the nut may
be one single device; but if the tapered part
be pyramid-shaped they must be made in two
separate devices.

The socket end of the barrel must be made
so as to enter the ordinary key-hole of the
watch-plate, and so small as to grasp the post
of the smallest watch.

D is the handle of the key, which is attached .
to the shank «’, and which’ may be made of
any size, form, or material. :

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

The combmatlon, in a watch-key, of a bar- .
rel which consists of two adjustable jaws,
which are separated diagonally of the post-
socket, and constructed and adapted to apply
to the winding-post through the ordinary hole
of the cap of the watch, and an adjustable de-
vice which holds said jaws on posts of differ-
ent sizes, substantially as described.

JOHN S. BIRCH.

‘Witnesses:
F. A. THAYER,
WM. J. MORGAN.



