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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, Louis MESSER, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in
Clasps for Pocket-Books, which improvement
is fully set forth in the following specification,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ing, in which—

Figure 1 represents a face view of my clasp
applied to a pocket-book. TFig. 2 is a cross-
section thereof, showing the same detached in
a closed condition. Fig. 3 is a like section,
showing the same in an open condition. Fig.
4 is a view of the cap detached from the sup-
porting-case. .

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.

The object of my invention is mainly to sim-
plify the construction of pocket-book clasps,
and hence to reduce the cost of manufactur-
ing such articles. ' ,

Tt consists in the combination of a support-
ing-case, a cap having a tail-piece, which is
adapted to engage with the supporting-case,
and which permits the cap to swing in and
out, and a spring which is attached to the case
and bears on said tail-piece of the cap, so that
by the action of such spring the cap is held in
engagement with the supporting-case either
when open or closed, and the labor required

- forproducing the ordinaryhinge joint is saved.

With the parts enumerated is combined an
abutment, attached to the flap of the pocket-
book, to which the whole is applied, whereby
1 insure the retention of the flap by the clasp.

In the drawing, the letter A designates the
supporting-case of my clasp, which is so con-
structed that it can be secured to a pocket-
book, as shown in Fig. 1. This case is pro-
vided with a slot, a, through and around which
is bent one end of the cap C, so as to form a
tail-piece, C’, at such end of this cap.

The cap C is composed of a piece of flat
metal, and its tail-piece is provided with pro-
jections d, (see Fig. 4,) which catch under the
case A at the ends of the slot a, and by this
means an engagement of the cap C is formed
with the case. Within the case A is located a
spring, D, which is riveted thereto, as at b,
and which bears on the tail-piece C’ of the
cap, so that the latter is prevented from be-.

coming disengaged from the case in either of
its positions.

T so arrange the spring D relatively to the’
tail-piece of the cap O that, by the action of
the spring, the cap is fixed in two of its posi-
tions, one position being parallel to the case A,
or shut, as shown in Fig. 2, and the other po-
sition being at an angle to the case, or open,
as shown in Fig. 3.

In the present example of my invention X

have shown my clasp as used in conjunction

with a pocket-book whose flap E is provided
with an abutment, ¢, the same being formed
by the rim-piece of the flap. This abutment |
or rim-piece ¢ is composed of a strip of sheet
metal, which is bent on the edge of the leather
or other material composing the flap Ein such
a manner as to bite into the leather and ob-
tain a firm hold of said edge.

If, when the cap C is adjusted to the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 2, the flap E or its abut-
ment ¢ is placed thereunder, the cap inter-
locks with the abutment, and by this means
the flap is firmly held shut, whereas when the
cap O is raised and turned from the position
shown in Fig. 2 to that of Tig. 3 the flap is
released.

That portion of the case A which receives

the tail-piece C' has the form of ridge, ¥,
which constitutes a stop to the flap E, and ad-
mits of bringing the cap C above the abut-
ment ¢ with facility.

Tt will be seen from this description that in
the construction of my spring-elasp only three
pieces are used—viz., the spring, the cap, and
the supporting-case—while the. cap and the

" ease are so arranged that when they are prop-

erly placed together the required hinge-joint
is produced without requiring any further la-
bor, and by the action of the spring said cap
and case, after having been put together, are
retained in preper relation to each other, al-
lowing the cap to open and to close, as above
stated.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, in a spring-clasp, of a
supporting - case, a cap having a tail - piece
which is adapted to engage with the support-
ing-case, and which allows the cap to swingin
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and out, and a spring which is secured to.the
supporting-case and bears on the tail-piece of
the cap, said case and cap being connected to-
gether without the use of a pintle, substan-
tially in the manner and for the purpose herein
shown and-deseribed.

2. The combination, in a spring-clasp, of the
cap C, supporting-case A, spring D, and the
abutment ¢, all constructed and adapted to
operate supstantially as described. '
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. In. testimony that I elaim: the. foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand. and: seal'thig 4th’
day of March, 1878,

LOUIS MESSER. |1 8]
Witnesses: ' ’

- W. HAUFF,
CHAS., WAHLERS,




