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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDMUND D. CHAMBER-
L.AIN, of Westfield, Union county, New Jer-
sey, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Hand-Stamps, of which the following
is a clear, full, and exact description, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, making a part of this specification, in
which— '

Figure 1 is a longitudinal seetion, and Fig.
2 is a face view, of a hand-stamp. TFig.3isa
longitudinal section.

My invention relates to that class of hand-

stamps known as ‘“dating or numbering hand-

stamps ;” and it consists in rubber bands or
bands of rubber characters, arranged in such
a manner as to be changed from one charac-
ter to another by means of a spool, and for
the purpose of printing.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe the exact manner in which I have car-
ried it out.

In the drawings, A represents the handle,
and B the body, of a hand-stamp. C C’ are
drums or spools, having axial bearings in the
body B, and located as shown in Fig. 1. On
the outer end of each shaft is a thumb-disk, d,
by means of which.the drums or spools are
revolved. ,

D D are bands of rubber characters, with
one end attached to the droms C C, and the
other end attached to the drums C’ ¢, and
passing over the cross-bar E on the face-plate
of the stamp, where they are brought into po-
sition for printing any desired character, as
shown in Fig. 2.

By means of the drums, one set unwinding
and the other winding up the rubber bands or

bands of rubber characters, it is readily un-
derstood that any set of characters desired, or
any date, may be presented on the face of the
stamp ready for printing. '

I am aware that endless metal chains, work-
ing on sprocket-wheels and carrying type,
have been used in stamps of this kind; but
these have been found to be costly in con-
struction and easily put out of order.

To overcome these difficulties is the object
of my invention.

I do not claim, broadly, the use of letters on
rubber, as these are old.

Having thus explained my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— o .

1. A series of raubber printing - bands, in
combination with the cross-bar I, to support
the type-bands when being moved and used
to print, and the stationary die-plate having -
the enlarged opening, whereby the characters
may be changed without moving the die-plate,
all substantially as and for the purpose de-
scribed.

2. In ahand-stamp, a series of rubber print-
ing-bands, in combination with spools or reels,
finger-pieces for moving the same, and a cross-
bar, E, to support the type-bands when being

‘moved, substantially as described.

3. In a hand-stamp, strips of rubber char-
acters, in combination with spools or reels
arranged to change the printing-characters by
winding the strips from one spool to another,
as described.

EDMUND D. CHAMBERLAIN.

Witnesses: :
‘Wirriam C. HALL,
JOHN AMBLER.-



