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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, LorRING J. BAKER, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Picture-Rod Moldings,
of which the following is a specification ;

This invention is based upon what is known
in the trade as a “ picture-rod molding ”—that
is to say, a strip of wood in . the form of a
molding, which is secured to the wall of an
apartment immediately below and parallel to
the ceiling, and provided with a prominent
bead, from which the picture-hook is sus-
pended, and from which the molding mainly
derives its name,

My invention consists, first, in adding to a
picture-rod molding proper, and to the upper
part of the same, a second portion, which I
terma‘‘ cornice”; and, secondly, in the employ-
ment of a channel, which is disposed interme-
. diately between the body of the molding and
the cornice, and serves to receive the nails
which secure the molding to the wall, while
the swell of the moldinig below the channel
serves to conceal the heads of the nails.

The drawing accompanying this specifica-
tion represents a perspective view of a piece
of picture-rod molding containing myimprove-
ments.

In carrying my improvements into practice,
I construct a molding with a lower main por-
tion, A, which corresponds with the picture-
rod moldings in common use, and contains a
bead, B, from which are hung the hooks that
suspend pictures upon the wall of the apart-
ment, and I add to the upper part of this mold-
ing A a portion, C, which I term a ‘cornice,”
and ‘which serves to fill the corner between
the wall and ceiling of the said apartment,and
imparts a finished appearance to the latter.

Between the parts A and C, I create a chan-
nel or depression, D, through the back or bot-
tom @ of which 1 drive the nails which secure
the entire molding to the wall.

The bead B, below the channel D, in addi-
tion to supporting the hooks, serves also to
obscure the heads of the nails which are driven
through such channel, and all evidences of
mutilation of the molding are concealed.

Moldings have long been in common use |-

which contain a lip at the rear of the upper
part, through which nails may be driven to
secure the molding to a wall, the swell below
the said lip serving to conceal or obscure the
heads of the nails.

A molding of this character is open to va-
rious objections. In the first place, an un-
sightly space is perceptible between the front
of the molding and the ceiling, while, sec-
ondly, the weight of a picture is supported
only by a thinand narrow strip of wood, which,
in ‘many instances, is-inadequate for the pur-
pose, and the wood is split and the molding
detached from the wall.

One important object I have had in view
in the employment of the cornice C, in addi-
tion to fitting closely up to the ceiling, is to-
provide a considerable body of wood above
the mnails which confine the molding to the
wall, in order to provide sufficient material to
support the weight of the picture.

By my construction the same nails secure
both the cornice and the molding proper, en-
tering, as they do, the channel D, in which the
heads are received and ‘concealed from view.

The combined molding and cornice can be
expeditiously and easily applied to the wall,
and its cost is much less than that of a mold-

"| ing and cornice in- independent strips.

I claim— . . .

1. A picture-rod molding consisting of the
molding portion A, formed with a picture-
hoole-receiving bead, B, and the cornice C
above the bead, substantially as and for pur-
poses stated.

2. A picturerod molding containing upon
its front face a channel for reception of nails
when the bottom of such channel is obscured
by the portions of the molding below it, sub-
stantially as and for purposes stated.

3. A picture-rod molding consisting of a
molding proper, a cornice disposed above such
molding, and an intermediate nail-receiving
channel, substantially as and for purposes
stated.
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