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To-all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JouN F. W. DORMAN,
of the city of Baltimore, in the State o6f Mary-
Jand, have invented certain Improvements in
Rubber Hand-Stamps, of whicli thé following
is a specification, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon.

This invention relates to that class of hand-
stamps wherein different expressions are
printed by the use of movable characters,
which are suceessively brought to the printing
end of the stamp.

The invention consists, first, in an endless
rubber printing-band, having raised charac-
ters thereon and homogeneous therewith, as a
new article of manufacture.

The invention consists, secondly,in a series
of endless ribber bands, having raised char-
acters thereon and homogeneous therewith,
combined with a suitable supporting-frame
and handle, which bands, by relative arrange-
ment one with the other, will form a complete
set of intelligible characters for printing pur-
poses. ,

The invention consists, thirdly,in combining
with the said endless rubber bands and frame-
work a rubber printing-face, containing an in-
variable arrangement of raised -characters,
whereby a variable and fixed combination of
characters may be printed, constituting in the
aggregate a required form of words or ex-
pression. '

The invention consists, fourthly, in certain
details of construetion found in the hand-
stamp, as hereinafter particularly described.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a side view of a hand-stamp embodying my
invention. Fig.2is an edge view of the stamp,

. the upper portions being in section. Fig.3is
a view of the printing-face.

Similar letters of reference indicate similar

parts of the invention in all the views.

A is a handle, into which is screwed or oth-
erwise secured a type-case, B. To one of the
sides of the type-case is hinged the plate C,
upon which is arubber covering, d, the letters,
figures, &c., upon which form the portion of the
printing-face intended to remain unchanged.
"~ The center of the plate C is cut out at @’ a
length equal to the distance between the sides

‘6f the type-case. D D; &, afe éndless mib-

ber bands, each having molded on its edge
the figures, letters, &c., which, by a proper
combination or reciprocal adjustment, can be
made to indicate the year, month, and day of
the month, or interchangeable portion of the
expression to be printed. The rubber bands
D surround a support, over and about which
they are movable. The means herein shown
consist 6f the support E, which is arranged
centrally of the type-case, extending between
the two sides thereof. The support E may be
vertically adjusted, slots ¢ in the sides of the -
type-case B, through which the screws b pass,
admitting of the adjustment.

It being desired to stamp, in addition to the
lettering, &c., contained on the rubber cover-
ing of the plate C, any required date, the hook
¢ of the hinged plate C is first detached from
the catch f by pressing the sides of the type-
case slightly together by hand, and moved up,
as shown in Fig. 1. The bands D are then
moved around their support, in order to bring
the required letters and figures to the printing-
face. The plate C, bearing an invariable
arrangement of printing-characters, is then
clasped down, the opening d’ fitting over the
raised letters and figures, holding them in
place. The stamp is then ready for use.

Should it be found that the faces of the
movable letters, figures, &e., are at any time
below the plane of the fixed portion of the
printing-face, the movable parts can be ad-
justed to the said plane, as hereinbefore seen.
This necessity sometimes occurs when the
rubber face d has been removed and another
substituted varying somewhat.therefrom 'in
thickness.

By hinging the plate C, a smaller central
opening can be used than if the letters and
figures were capable of being moved without
raising the said plate, and a larger amount of
lettering is thereby procured thereon.

I claim as my invention and wish to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States—

1. As a new article of manufacture, an end-
less rubber printing-band, having raised intel-
ligible characters thereon integral with the
substance thereof, and adapted for use in a
hand-stamp, substantially as set forth.

2. A series of endless rubber bands, having
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raised intelligible characters thereon integral
.with the substance thereof, and adapted for
use in a hand-stamp, combined with a suitable
supporting-frame, the said endless bands being
adapted to be revolved upon or about their
support, substantially as herein specified.

3. A series of endless rubber bands, having
upon their exterior raised intelligible charac-

ters, a frame-work or support for said bands, |

and a rubber printing-face, containing a fixed
arrangement of raised characters, combined

“in.a hand-stamp, substantially as herein de-.

scribed.

4. In a hand-stamp, a series of endless rub-
ber bands having raised printing-characters |

upon theirexterior, combined with a vertically-
‘adjustable support, upon or around which they

may be revolved, substantially as herein set _

forth, - '
5. Atype-case and handle, combined with an

ber bands, substantially as set forth. _

6. The endless rubber type-bands D, support
E, and type-case B, combined substantially as
specified. .

7. The slotted type-case B, combined with
the support E and screw b, substantially as
set forth.

8. The combination of the type-case B ,handle
A, vertically-adjustable support E, robber
type-bands D, and self-clasping hinged plate
O, having the rubber type-face d, substantially
as and for the purposes specified.

_ In testimony whereof I have hereto sub-
scribed my name this 1st day of February,1878.

JOHN F. W. DORMAN *

adjustable support for a series of endless rub-

Witnesses: .
Wi, T. HOWARD,
TrOS. MURDOCH.




